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MEN. 

' jLord Symn, Lord of the Manor. 
Sir Solomon Swag, the Inconibleable. 

^Squire Flyblcw^ a Cr<^ture of Swag\ and a 

Pretender to Meritoria. 

Freeman^ a young Gentleman of a fine Eftate 
and Parts, in Love with Meritoria. 

Boldinan^ his Friend, a Free Speaker, 

Crimps Servant to Flyblow. 

^oniy Servant to Frj^eman. 

WOMEN, 

Lady BekhweB^ the coinfortaWe Ladyj <^ 
Doftrcfs. 

Meritoria, Niece to Sir Solomon. 

Jenny^ her Maid. 
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Hon. Gea, gj^- . — , Efq. 

ERMIT me. Sir. to I^y opoa 
your Bureau, in Print, what was 
intended for your Diverfion, in Ma* 
imicripL Had it reached your Eyes 
in that Difhabtlee, it bad obviated 
the Importunity of his Friends in this other ; 
and remained, as it was briginally de(ign'd, at 
your Difpofal, in Concert with that Right 
Honourable Pcrfon it was firft left with. Con^ 
fblatiod is a Tribute due by Cuflona to the In- 
confbleable : But where Grimace and Pretence 
ufurp upon the Purlieus of Sincerity and Vir- 
tue, it wilt be deem'd, pardonable fure^ for Sa^ 
tire to dart out of his Sylvan Shades, and play 
his Part on the open Stage of Life, in a green 
Lawn, fince dcny'd the Decorations of a Thea- 
tre. That your conipicuous Virtue may be 
Rewarded, as geaeraliy, and genefoijjOy, as ir 
is Applauded, is the fmcere Wifh of 

Tour HoKOUR'i 

Mqfi Obedient 
and Moji Humble Servant^ 
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PRO LOG U E. 

TO all the L i m b eh ha m s ^ this bright Age^ 
Our Author recommends each folkmin^ Page. 
Regard them mt as the meer Fruits of Spight j 
Since he avers them undifputed Right. 
This Mirrour is not more the Beauts Demefne^ 
Than the hind Keeper's every following Scene. 

Once Britain^ greatefl Poet led the Way : 
Nofinifid Piece^ but a confefid Effay^ 
For while be tvok the Pourtraitureupon him j 
3J&tf Lines were allfo grofsy that none would own him. 

7beir Follies while we lajb^ we own their Senfe ; 
If then they laugh, ^tis at their own Expence : 
Since while in Senfe*s Trappings they would fpark it^ 
Like modern Statefmen, they beat down the Market, 
yirgins debcuicVdy and marrfd Ladies Jbaring, 
^ey^B find, the Cap is of their awn preparing, 
^en fur e, our. Author can have no wrong Meanings 
% clap it on their Heads without a cleaning : 
The Diamond-Band wortt make the Cap look bigger : 
For Ghjffessbange not Subfianfe, but the Figure^. 

4 

, To all who pick out lik^ egregious Patterns, 

Our Authgr, farjrom envying them their Slatterns, ^ 

IVith due SubmtJJion, candidly implores, 

Thefd ufe their CoUntryy as they ufe their ffh — j 

MTsom, after Profitutef to fordid Ufes, 

Tbey drefs" up fne, to palliate paft Abufcs. 
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S C-E N E, a large Squarr. Lard Syman's Hmfe 
on oiyi Side; Sir Solomon Swag'^ en the other. 

. Enter Bddman in the Square j andi after a "Turn or 
two, fpeaks* 

Boh * W weak a Creature art thoui 

i MmP With aJl thy boafted Rca- 
S fon at thy Heels 5 the ver/ft Rep- 
3 tile upon Earth afta more con- 
8 fiftently. Prefuming on thy Know- 
ledge^ hence giv'ft a ioofe to every 
Luft aiid PaflioHi while Rcafon; light as a Feather, as 
on fomc gentle KiU floats down to fervc 'em all. 
The Reptile, ftfady to the Inftitutcs of Nature, ne'er 
goes aftray to plcafurc pamper'd Jppetite j but born< 
a ReptilCj f»re(ervci its Ctuini^er ai long as LHe 
B , fcbfifts. 
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ful^fts^ leaving behind it Seeds of a like future Prb* 
gehy. Scnfelefs as Man indeed, it throws a)vay no 
Care of great Futurity, and Reafon good : For wherc's 
the Mali could e'er reproach it with the Abufc of ra- 
tional Faculties ? What Na ture never gave, ne'er could 
be toy y and therefore not abus'id. But Man cntfu- 
fted, or, as he fays, endowed with W'ifdom, Reafon, 
and Underftanding, adls retrograde to all arid every 
oneofthefe bright Excellencies. To the firft he quits 
all Shadow of Pretence Sy the Slights he puts upon the 
Dictates of the Second} while the Third difdains to be 
a: Mediator in a Contcft too fcandatous for corariion' 
Senfe to countenance. Such are thy aukward Boafts, 
Man ! And fuch the aukward Jffue— I wifh Freeman 
would come to eafe my Head of thefe uncomfortable 
Meditations. — But how whimfical is Fortune ? I ask'd 
for a converfible Creature, and fl>e has fupply'd his 
Place with a Flyblow.. 

Etiter Flyblow. 

Fly. Your Servant Mr. Boldm^n^ your Servant. I 
rejoice to fiiftd you in this Place } fcr I don't appre- 
hend but the common Calamity has drawn you hither. 
Ydu are come to condole with one ?2xx oUnconJoleahles.. 
It is vaftly charitable; They hang their Heads like 
any P2.iT , of Poppies. 

Bold^ As you fay, FlybhWj thofc Poppies are a cor 
mical fort of Veget>!bJe ; I can hardJy deign to place 
'era in the Lift of Flow'rs: And yet they gJitter and 
look brighf in the Morning, -but (hed their Fineiy be- 
Rre the Approach of Night j when indeed we fee 'em 
a^erlaftingly inconfolable. '*•*• 
• Fly. I am glad that my Simile meets with the Ap- 
rrobation of a Man of S^fe:- I love to talk intelligent- 
Iv, Mv^'Epldman. Bmi conie, what do we wait for? 
Why don't you enter. 

^-Bolth Truly I wait for my Friend Freeman^ who ^ 
pSnted me to njeet him m^ this Place, fly. 
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fly. WiD he be here too ? That's kind, cxtrcamly 
Idnd. The' indeed the Occafion calls for it all. My 
dear Lord Symotfs Lofs was fingularly vaft. An ex- 
cellent Lady j lov'd far and nean It is thought, if 
(he had liv*d a Year or two longer among 'em, the 
' Country People would have raised up Monuments to 
her before (he dy'd. Judge you then what, fuch a 
Lofs mud be to the Owner? Poor Gentleman ! My 
Lord was fo inexprcfllibly afFeftcd,- that he went to 
make a Speech to fome that came to condole with him, 
and the Words ftuck faft in his Teeth, and could nei- 
tfaet be got backward nor forward, 'till a Spaniard in 
Company puU'd out zff^ijheger, ^nd fct him atLibcrty, 
, Bold. Don't you think this was very kindly done of 
the Spaniard? 

Fiy. I muft tell you there was no Kindncfs loft 5 for 
he had done the Spaniard good Turns enougjlj before 
to defcrve more than that came to. 
• Bold* Nay, then you anfwer all at once : For Gratir 
tude will be a Virtue when all the reft go a begging. 
And if Lord Symon\ Lady was a Perfon of fuch endear- 
ing Accomplifhments, doubtlefe, he will take Care by 
the Rcfpcft he pays to her Memory, to convince his 
Neighbour^, that their Sorrow and Lamentations arc 
but proper Oblations, and of a Piece with his own. 

Fly.T)t2xMr.Botdmany between you and I, thf 
JScitrs of his Friends lie quite another Way. 
Bold* How ? Do they imagine, that he will come (hort 
in an Example of true Tcndcrnefe ? 

Vly* You quite miftake me ftill: Their Fears are 
full the reverfe. They are afraid he will fct Cuch an 
Example as no good "Chriftian ought to follow. It 
xjras a huge while befbrahe could be got to eat or drink 
any Thing. Sir Solomon Swag and 1 lay'd our Heads 

B a toge- 
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tpgeihel^ ever and wdry jpkrcting . and cdatmJng how 
Ve might deceive hie Sorrows But all i in v^in : iU 
reitiain'd Incotifoleabte— ^-^ . -^^ 

'B^d» But I hope you got him to ^tlat; l^ft-4— ; , 
' i?> Truly it was as nwich as cvcf^wfi couW do*— « > 
B^/rfr And to <^rink too? 

Fly. Withf Difficulty enough, I .do^diTure yob. But 
jdft s^ we had brought Matters to bear,: poor Sir Sah^ 
witf*> my Compeer and Affiftarit, was irificed with jull 
iuch another reeling Inftaoce of Mortality in hi^ onra 
Family j that from a Confolator anid Adviier, reduced 
him to a Condition that rendered all Advice, however 
nd^^tryy equally inavailable: He io& iu^^ear Lzdf 
too. , 

Bold. And what was Sir Solotnofis dear Lady 
equally idepldrabk ?^ 

' ' IFly. Doubtlefs to him (he wa& foi Since he took tm 
and cry'd like a Child;; I proteft he often puts me in 
dBydsnd aS the Epbefian Matrc^. Afidmdeed.his Neigh* 
bour, my Lord^ ^ems to fympathizr wich him, as he 
hsd before done with my Lord., 
- B^lHU Then I am'afttud we fhall fomifli the WorM 
ivith a pair of Upbefiah. Matrons vpf ^ the Male Kind. 
A (hining Treafurci 

F/j»>. Not <b. I bo^e by my Advice and Means, to 
fjfefci^ve 'em to the Wtjrid.a little bnger } which, if I 
accompltlh, I think i ftiall richly deierve Sir S^bmmh 
Jf iece 3fcn>^n^, notv/ithftanding her great Stock>of 
Beauty and Fortune* 

Bifid. O, then I:findyouareoneofI>Uf'sProfclyxes. 

Fl)\ The pretty ilogue yf/^ won't now and then to 
caft cne oi her charming Eyes upon me. Tho' o'my 
Conf ience^ I ^muft ^eeds fay, that fince the Night her 
tJnck fpoke a good Word for me, flit hasji<>t been at 
together fo coming as I usU to think her. 

Bold. Women, you know, don't always choofe to fol* 
low Dire^ion. * • . 

Fly. I am afraid in|r Friend there is fome bold ^ro- 
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jan that lays private Siege taJicr: Thp' whe(i he has 
i^wUe^ th« Term of T?'^', !•»— ^ „ 

. Bold. Why do you think fo? 
. f^, I few a Letter in her Woman's Hand, and ta^^ 
htr wltAi iij itoy offerM Money 5 (for I hold thgit .the 
Key of every Lock) buj ftie would not liftcn^ , 
. JB<^M Wh^t;^ could ftiS pretend ? 

j^. Thatit was frona a Sweetheart of her own ; and 
no fiody ((he faid) (hpuW.pry.iptphcr S?cr?tS| nor 
hai^e aay Thing to do wifh theqi)* After a.deal of 
Prfi and Gc I loffer'd Ten Gtd.m^$ only for a Sight o(f 
*he Superfiriptiw \ and do yoa believe theBaggagf 
Would be attentive ? . ; . : , \ 

. Bold. I. can do your,©ufincls there: I Jcn&w th? 
Girl. She- \Wi . wi A a ;>Rela tion of mine-—- . 

Fly* And will you befriend me ? Will you ufe your 
Intereft for a Difcoyery ?- 

Bold, if there be any Thing in it, I will foon find 

itout, ' .: .' .-. 

Fly, Dear Friend, that mil be a<aing the friendly 
Part indeed. But who have wi;\he)re ? O, { fee ; I know 
*em.— They- are two that thi§ JM^l^ncholy Occ^fion 
has fctcb't from for<eign Pafife Jn tsheir f^atfv? Coun- 
try they are as gr^at as h^yc^'m S<;QtlaMd. I have 
feen 'em oftei^ ajt Sir Solomon' Qi What tihcy ai^e «pon. 
Time muft produce; Howtv^r, -to ripen Matter s' 

Bald. As Boy^ ripen Apples^ by laying tljeip toge- 
ther in a Heap 'rijl they rot* , - 

Fly. Vcrf Kighe, — Ha ha 7)g — ^very fight -—-^ 
With your Leave I will join Company with thCii^ gnd 
introduce myfelf, by intriadiicir^ them -^^—^with you. 
Pardon the Abruption 

Bold. O, Sir, no Apology c 

Ry. Or will ym let us have the Honour pf your So- 
ciety? ^ . 

Bold. I cannot do my ielf the Honour for the Reafon 
I gave yo n " i 

By. But wiU you reoiejnlw iflie l^etter ? 

Bold. 
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Bold. Affurcdly- 



Fly. Well then, dear Friend, adieu for the Prcfcnt^ 
Wc (hall have you among us by arid hy ; I know you 
arc too good to let the Afflifl:ed want your Conlblati* 
on. I muft haften up to 'cm, or they will get in before 
me. Adieu ^ ■ 

[Runs up to the two Barons^ and after Compliment^ 

enter into Lord Symon*s with tbem. 

Bold. Now has this Coxcomb fef me ten Times 
more agog for the Appearance of Freeman. What 
fliould make him ftay ? If he knew the Difcoveries I 
have made, Meritoria^s^Chzrtns would hardly keep 
him. With Reafon too j fince this is Part' of his Con- 
cern with ikferiVma —-——O, heii'c he comes at laft. 

Well Freeman, what made you ftay fo long ? 

'i - . . . *" ' 

£ffr^r Freeman, 

Free. I beg Pardon, my dear Friend. Bift a little 
tort of a Tendency to a Wrangle detain'd me, 

Bold. A Wrangle ! With whom ? 

Free Even with dcareft Meritoria 

Bold. Not worth enquiring after I fuppofe. What 
was not your Letter according to Mathematical Deco- 
rum? Or did you ftay one Minute and half a Second 
beyond your Appointment? 

Free You are quite out in both. But to put an End 
to all further Enquiries, you muft know the Difpute , 
was about my makibg a confolatory Vifit to her pi- 
ous Uncfe. . . 
• Bold. Could that admit of a Difpute? 

Free. Can you ask the Qucftion ? Heu quantum mU" 
tatus J-— . 

Bold., ril anfwer you in your own Dialefl: -— Ti^w- 
pora mutantum et nos 

Free. What do you mean by that ? 

Bold. Did ftie tell you of a dangcrou* Rival ? 

Free. Not very dahgcrous i. But/ fhc did intimate 

ft>me- 
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fofftcwhat that Way } and from thence urg^d her Rea- 
fons ■ • ■ 

Bold. To which you could find nothing to oppofe 
but your Obftinacy; 

' Free. Prithee, why fo fcvere upon thy Friend ? 
' Bold. Becaufe, I am apt to think that Friend of 
mine will be forc'd to own he deferves no Iefs» You 
fay not dangerous } I lay the moft dangerous of Ri-* 
vals. His Intereft is founded on Adulation. Nature 
has qualify'd him for it $ and there are fome ceri^ih 
Creatures upon the Face of the Earth that will fwal- 
low as fa& as others can difgorge* Do you under* 
ftand me now ? 

Free. And this is the EmbafTy you would fend me 
upon? 

Bold. Under Meritoria^s Cbmmiffion, I queftion 
whether this accruing Age can tally it. I grant you 
the Mauj the Matter, and theOccafion^ to an ingenu- 
^^s Temper, are all repugnant: But let me fide with 
the Ladies fo far j the Lover that will refufe to wade 
Knee-deep in Ordure, in profecution of his Paffion^ 
ought to be fet on the blank Side of his Miftrefs'^ 
Kalendar. 

Free. How do they correfpond with your latq 
Sentiments ? 

Soldi Right well : For tho* we lay down general 
Maxima} Itisimpoffible for the wifdEl Man to lay 
down any fo iblid as not to admit of an Exception. 
This is true in all Occurrences of Life but in Lovej 
where Caprice or Humour too often predominate, ei- 
ther in Miftrefs or Parents, or difpofing Relation ; a 
Man muft be a very mean Politician, or a poor Lover 
that will boggle at a little Deviation to obtain his 
main End. 

Free. Thcfe are fiew noftrums, Friend. 

Bold. Not much (hort of the Creation : So long as 
I dori'c break in upon any Point of real Honour; 
which when any Miftrefs commands, ftie will, flic 

ought 



lo The HU CONSOLE ABLEB: 

oughts ib fir, to difchargc tnc of ixf/ tduabk . Senti* 
inents* And to evince the Authority of my SfCGepthy 
my Praftice, in ymr Service ; I have been guilty of a 
little more Equivocation than my natural Temper m'd: 
t6 admit of* 

Fm^ In what I pray ? 

Bbld. I imagine your Rival had feen in hohe&Jen'^ 
fifs Hands your Jaft Letter to Mpritma : Jeaioufy 
ftung him5 4nd he would fain hare fecn it^and by the 
Prefidcnt of his Friend and Coflegue^ offcif'd to come 
down for that Purpofe; The Girl was Jioneft and re- 
fus'd all iiis; Offers:. And upon hia relation of thefo 
Fafts, to prevent further Enquiries, which might have 
a dartgonous Tendency^ I undcrtsook tha Afl&V. . 

Free. What Affair? 

Bold. To get a Sight of the Letter^ and fhowit him^ 

Free. I don't fu^)ofe )rou intend to perform^ 

Bold. Indeed but 1 do- 
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Free. What? fhcw my Letter to the Wretch 

Bold. I never promis'd that* But a Letter he fliall 
have, wrote by Ibme body or other to Jenny ^ which 
will allay hisjcaloufy j and bury fiim in a Security that 
you may make your Account of. Does my Praftic^ 
deviate from my Precepts? 

Free. I could ask Ten ThoufandQyeflions,butam' 
ft) convinced by ycur Reafons^ that 1 think the firft 
Thing 1 ought to do, is to beg Meritoria^a Pardon,- 
and affure her that I am impatient to obey her GJom* 
mands. Will you excufe me fo long ? 

Bold. If you can fend Jenny hither in the mean 
Time, we fKall concert what I told you of; 

Free. 1 will j never fear it. 

[ Exit to Sir Solomon'i Boon 

Bold. Indeed, my Friend^ I mufl agree with you^ 
that it is an unknown Part to a Man of real Probity to 
put his Heart at any Time wrong fide outward} or 
rather to let his Tcngue.and his Heat't run a Defcant 
upon Difcorda. But what I would by noMeans agree 



to 
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^0 for aoy venal or mercenary End, I muft alien C, with 
the OW(flSf^>^ Politician, ought to be difpcncM with- where 
the Emolu(>jCnrof tIjcFair is in Queftion. Stokks in 
JiibraUty may objeft to this Conceflion 5 but Stoieks. in 
Ijovc^ like fakers in Religion,i are to be difpisy and 
pityM, rather than regarded; Or what if iv^e change 
the Scene, and make a ^Lover of the Q^iafter^ and a 
|leligio.u$ of the Stoff}^ ^ I fancy thij iWetannorphofis- 
\i^buldnot come fliort of many in Ot»W j or at the worft 
would only ifTuein a fort of identical Tranfmutation ; 
fince, if T^w Brawn^ a Man that was fully expcpiencM,* 
feys ti;ue, the Quaker is as aiDorous as Ovid himfelf, 
and as pbftinatc as any Staick in the Creation, ^ut 
here cQmcs feithful 3f^j7^j'- 

, Enter Jenny. 

r 

Jen* Do you want to fpeak with mc, Sir ? 
Bold. No, honeft Jemy^ I do not want to fpeak with 
thee, becaufe I do fpeak with thee : But I hear f^d Stor 
ties of you, Mrs, y<r»^. 
Jen. Sad Stories, Sir ? on what Accouut? 
Bold. Nay, notHing any way relating to any Xrear 

fAery to thy Lady 

vff, Noi, I hope not, Sir. 

^old. Btit a great deal to thy Mafter- 



Jen. I huve none. Sir. And jj&l had, I fcorn to be 
treacherous to any body — — • 

Bold. I much queftion both your Pofitions, Jennyi 
As to the firft, i am of Opinion no left than three lay 
Claim totfiee— . — the Knight, the Squire,' and my 
Friend j who as I I^ope, ha§ a better Claim than both 
the other 

Jen. If I fee with another fair Lady*s Eyes, Sir, I 
l^ope there is no Treachery in that: Whenever Iijnder^ 
take a Truft, fure I ought to difcharge it > - 

Bold. So fer indeed you have difcharg'd your felC 
But in a Fatnily of fuch exaft Occonomyfts, to refufe. 

y^- What, Sir? g :p^, 
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Bold. To take Money for a fccrct Kccc pf Service, 
1 Jen. Is there any Treachery in that,^ Sir ? 

Bold. It is of a reproachful Example, Jinny. An4 
in the Hands of a confumniate States-man^ wQuld gq 
near to be made next to High Treafon. 

Jen. You'd advifc me then hereafter not to/bc (b 
mealiy fingered. 

Bol. Follow my Advice my Girl» and it (hall be hard 
but that thou fhart have Diamond-Rings for every 
Finger, and a Pair of brave Brilliants for thy Thumbs, 

Jen. Ay marry. Sir j now you tallj fenfibly, if it was 
buf as intelligible. 

Bold. Did, not 'Squire Flyblow fee in thy Hands^ 
my Friend's laft Letter to Meritoria — -rr-^ 

Jen. He had got a Glimps of it juft as [ was putting 
it in my Pocket. But if I may be fo bold, who told 
you of it? 

Bold. Individual he, Mrs. Jenny. 

^en. I always took him for an individual Coxcomb.^ 
\old. But how does your Lady, lovely Meritoria^ 
take him ? 

^en. *She docs not fay much j but I am of Opinion 
(he would not care if the black Gentleman would take 
him. But how ftupidly do you fine and polite Folks, 
blame us poor Women for not being able to keep a Se- 
cret, and yet you cannot keep your own ? But as to 
the Diamond-Rings, Mr. Boldman 
. Bold. Now then ray Girl, cannot you get fome body 
to write a (ham Love Letter to you, and ;ifter fealing 
and reading, deliver it to me? 

Jen. ELafily, Sir. Our Butler has often attempted 
it in earneft j but he has not a Dianiond-Ring on his 
own Finger^ Mr. Boldman. But Mr, Freemart^ Tom 
is an arbh Rogue j he will do it mofl dextcroufly 

Bold. Right. Go get it done out of Hand, and 
bring it, to me. 

Jen. It Ihall be done. But, blefa me, what make^ 
my young Lady come out of the Houft, and in Com- 
pany 
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pany with Mn Freeman too? If this be their way of 
keeping their own Secrets, they muff not blame other 
Folks^ ril bringyou the Letter prefently. Sin Goings 
Diamond-Rings ! Lud I Exit Jenny. 

Enter Meritoria and Freeman* 

Mer.\^tytt tell me of a Rifqe, Mr. Freeman^ fince 
your Friend has fo well advis'd you. I am refolved to 
take his, and only his Advice in an intricate Cafe, My 
Uncle, Sir Solomdn^ is fafe enough it) his difconfolate 
Oofet ; and I am furenot one ot all the Family owes 
him Affeftion enough to betray me : Neither would I 
have you iniagine it any Diftruft of your Judgment j 
but two'Heads are better than one, and it is a Cafe that 
has been prefs*d upon me by my Uncle this very 
Morning, which my own Judgment cannot give into. 

Fr^^. rour Sentiments, deareft Creature, (hall here- 
after always influence mine i but fee, my Friend is ma- 
king up to us. 

Bold* Your Servant, fair Lady. What ftrange Ad- 
venture df aws you out in your Difliabiiee ? ' 

JMer. A very odd on^ you will lay, when you hear 
it r My inconfoleable Uncle fends to fpeak with nfjc 
\:hi& Morning, and what (hould itbeuf)on: But to 
prcfs me in a moft urgent Manner to prepare my felfi 

Bold. For what, I befcech you ? 

Afer. I can hardly get it out for laughing ■■tho* 
he poor Man cry*d alrtioft all the Timfc he fpoke-- — «- 
Grie^ fays he, my dear Niece, is a dangerous Impaircr 
of the Vitals, as my Neighbour and I JSve dolefully 
cxperieric'd. He, good Man, has had the good For- 
tune to find a Friend with true Bowels of Compaflion, 
under his inconfeable Misfortune, the Lofs of his Lady. 
Baron B^/^Att;^//, who hearing of the mortal Calamity, 
and knowing how much his own Wife us'd to' divert 
my Lord in his good Lady's Life time; has brought 
her oyer on that charitable Operation. She isarr^d 

C 2 - ' with 
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with the fiaroo her Husband, and has been at tord 
Symon^Honk tKefe two Days— --dear Niecc'iyoCi 
muft-*—— and there he ftopt and cry'd ajgaih-**— ha, ha! 
* Botd, Dear Lady> let us have it all^ — »^I ato upoh 
the Tenters* 

Men You nouft, dear Niece, fays he, go and make 
htr a Vifit and bid her heartily welcome, and teU her 
from me, as foon as my own Dolours will give leave, I 
will in Perfon come and aufpicate her profound Chari- 
ty for my Friend. 

Bold I long to hear your Ladyfhip*s Reply to this 
Piece of Oratory. . , . 

Mer. My Reply Was vtry fliprt, tho* full } Tot it be* 
jgpn and ehdcd in one plain Monofyllable> A^^ 

Bold. Bravely reply'dj 1^11 fwear* 

jfy-^^* But what was his Ahfwer ? 

Men Inconfoleable Griefgayc way to Ragc^. ihd he 
began to threaten* 

Bold. What could his Tfirdats aVail^rtcMsn^ 
Power over your Fortune* 

Men How ? No Power ovei* my Fortune^ do, yoU 
lay ? wheri he told me, if IrefusM, I fhould. not have 
i^Jyblow. 
Bald, y^nd douhtlefs, that he thought was a Clihcher. 

Pree. What Fools do thcfe wife Men approve them* 
felve^ J while they imagine cVcry Man muft entertain 
the fame kind Sentiments of Epily with their own ? 
. Bold. But did it end there, Lady ? 

Men No^ for he gave me an Hour's time to confi* 
der of it- 
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Bold. An Hour's too much, by fixty-ohc Minutesi 
in my Opinion, Lady. 

Mer. if Vhat's your Opinion, I have what I came for ) 
and fo I' will withdraw to the Place from whencie I 
1 came.. 1 leave Mr Freeman to confult with yon on 
what we talked, upon, 

^ Bold. Hafte^ Lady, get up to yoiir W^indow> and 
cbfcrvc what a Number e^vilcExamplcs you have te- 

fufcd 



O FreewMy 1 congratulate artd adWff i*^ 
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ifif-e'g, k (he niX 1 gldrioui CrditUirb, l^iAKtet 
&/^ Secure froin Briber/ or Coi'riiption^ Til it^ 

rant, her 
Fr^iiC And yet. 



Bold. Awa^ wkh dl, aiid ycta S SH^ is si ^pedUa Jf 
htrklf. But fee» how ttA dhaifs with th^ir LUrery-M 
crou^'i oh thtf fullbme M^lgnificchce f 

Frie. j^t Virtue tabmm ih'e mdti^l? Sl^dfta^ 

Biid. lJ:c Virtue fiiiile to fee the Foftsihe his. Otafc 
Diamond is worth ten thou&nd Briftol Stoniest' 

J^ree. O diat Diinioiid ! -i- i- 

B9/(£ ShaU be thino» my FriAid, if #it and FottHHk 
has not quite forfaken us. 

Fr^e. Next to MeHtoHa^ hiy FriiMid i»ai bV^ be 
ValualJJei 

do/i. A fecohd Pkc); thicl-ie» wilfb^ always lionodr* 
ablew But fee faithful Jfw y ■'■ "» 

» jfcar*J«tiny. 

Weh my pfetty Mercury, haft thob faccteded ? " 

Jen. Q Sir, Diamonds and iGpldKloft arb lbvird|^ 
Specificks with bur Sex. There's a Peffijrthante oli 
my Pirt-i-iii-ttiy Pl-oihlfc 






Bold. But itiine (hall follow J enny-^^^'^^^cfstt all t6 thci 
Vou fhall Ycci or hear from me very foom 

Pri^e: What Plots are JeHi^md yoa up6h ? 

Md. Secrets at pf<^rcrit, Sir^^^^But Jtn^hWBittA 
ofaFidelity^ that richly dcfetvcs pur Encouiagcmltrit. 

J^rhA believe Mrs* Jenny will ickifbwledgc that I 
am very fenfible of it» . , . ^ 

Jem I thank you Gentlemen ftr yo^r good 6|^ri- 
on : It fhall be my Study to increafe it. Have ^ 
any further Commands^ Sir ? 

Bold. Not at prefcnt. Child : But ebnthiue fo WHMrt 
meyour Fritnd and « Man of Honour* \Kmr Jeriay. 

Frrf 
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Free^ My tendercft Services to the dear one, ^enf^. 
It is an ingenious clever Creature. 

&^< I d>tnk her fo ) and have enter'd upon ^ 
mxxi that very Inducement, which if it fucceeds will 
mew my Efteem- 







Free. Iflihouldask theQ^eftion againi perhaps^ 
I may be again anfwer^d, ft is a Secret. 
. Bold. She nothing gudOtes at it her felf, as yet } foi^ 
which Reafon it was not proper t<> fajr any more at 
i^t Time. Flyihw has put a baited tiook in niy 
ri^d } and I propole, if pofiible, to catch a Grudgeon 
with it. 

Free. Th6 Secret, at this Rate, will be in no dan-» 
ger of being otherwife* 

Bold. Read that-^ — ^ 

Free. To Mrs. Jane Bctfervioii i. 

Ikeading tie i^uperjcriptiofid 
, Botd4 Read it pmy ; and let us have a Touch of your 
Man Tom*s Style i and ask Queftions after — — 

Free. Dear fair one, [Keads the Letter] 
Could your Eyes as readily fierce into the Secrets of 
my Soul, as they did into my Heart, they would dijco^ 
ver every Faculty to be devoted to their Ftmer. hoi» 
happy Jbould I ejleem my felf, if the Truth I here deli- 
'ver. Could maiefuch Impreffion in yours, as to induce you 
to admit of the fober jiddreffes of^ Madam, your moft 
4tWieAy mqfi obedient^ and mqfl humble Servant, 

Tom. DfcALWELU 

Bold^ Ha* ha, ha! Tcirce I profcfs. Did you ever 
imagine the AccompUQiments of your Servant %m 
before? 

Free. Is this his f^fe Conception ? The Ufe of it 

pray? 

. Bidd. You know I told you, that Flyblow had fecn a 
Xetter in Jennfs Elands, and wanted to fee the Super* 
Jcription, which trufty Jenny could not be bi:ib'd to 
.comply with. Complaining to me, I undertook to 
get a Copy of it, die better to luU hloiin Security, and 

ftiflc 
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ftiflc his Jcaloufy : And here you have the whole NoF» 
trum before you. He went to malce a convoking 
Vifit to Lord Symon^ and I expe£l him out ^ver^ 
Moment. 

JFree. Now I ta|ce yo u . %. 

Bold. If he comes^ I defire you will he paifive, and 
not Paflionatc. He nothing dr<^ms of yovi being bis 
Rival } and I propofe to be revenged Qf him for being 
yours. Thtf in my Conl^ience| pretty Jenhy carries 
inore Mer^t a}ong with her, than his Coach apd Six 
tan raeriti and its whole Apurten^ncy, 
FreCf Ha» h^* ha I An^ can yoi( diinlc to accoixmlifli 

Bold. Tha|:'s a pretty odd fort of aQueftjon, Friend^ 
Butl win only anfwer by afluring you^ I will attempt 

iff 
fm^ Let my Withes of |;ood Succefi plead my Paw 

don. NoW;i Hercules^ fall tQ works the Monfter ap^ 

prjoaches, 

£«r^ Flyblow /r«» I^f^ SymonV, 

Fly. *Tis wonderful. I profeis it i$ virulently wqiv» 
derful to be received fo well, fo foon from fuch a dan- 
gerous Defpondency : Or rather from fuch a Compile 
cation of prognofticating Symptoms. His J>oftrdi 
muft certaiply have brought pver fome fingular Spe* 
cifick along with hcr^ 3e what it will, the Cortex 
and Snake Root will grow tneer Qrugs.^ O my Friend 
^Idman, I thought we (hould have feen you ! Did 
you not promife r 

Bold. Not abiblutcly promife— how could I, flay- 
ing for this Gentleman ? But how di4 you find the 
Patient ? 

ffy. Infinitely better— but at firft going in, not 
Ifnowing what had happened, I began to make my 
Complement of Condoleancc, as ufual. My Lord, faid 
L it is not the Part of a wife Man, to lay Things fo to 

Heart. 
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||i»ft. Wc an arc Mortal, ^nd (|ie the |bcft of Mop» 
lak has fhcwn it us. Take Heart of "Grace my X-ord^ 
ll^our whole Tenancy are \n fear for yoi^ j aijd as thej^ 
are fcarce recovered from their ^ laft Alarm, judge | 
liefeech yoU) how any new Otaftrophe niuft fe-alafni 
\a^ I» your 9W^. 0ood and jSaifety, it wi|l ^hovc 
ypa to confuit thetrSi I^t not corvoding Sorrow anv 
longer furrovind your Heart j ^ijqh pefnicious Seed? 
will en^^angef" the faireft FloVf^rs^ Alas! did f^e» 
wlH>fe Lol^ yoi| liow lament)^ conceive you undef that 
CJoncern wc fee you no\ir involv*d j the Poet^ Fiftions 
iffiuld ^1 be verify^d^ and (he would leave the^ealma 
.iofBli& to chide you for yourTendernefe, aTendemcG^ 
ah^t Ixodes, a Ijecond Loi^ ^d egually irreparable. ^ 1 
t^ii/ijl^ tb^t }a^ was fmart enougii r-: I would you ha^ 
lien thererr-Friend Boidman"'—^ 
^ Buhf. For what, I ypnder ? You faid alj that the 
Matter vo^^ ^r i ypu lefif npthpig % other, peor 

Free. And did you end fo, 'Squire ? Was there aff^ 
. Fly. Mr. Freema^^ your Servant. 1 pro^cfe I did 
not know you, All I no, dear Sir, no. I began then 
to engpirc ^fter his Stomacl^' hi? ^e^, and Qth^r J^a-s 
^^ifal OotncqmKancies — and was aoing to lay my^ Fin? 
gpr and Thumb pn his Pulfe, when he and his Pair of 
Ipiie^ 6*WP Ppftors, lavigh'q fiill in my Face- — « 

B^A/f How 'Squire ? are you lure of w(iat yop fey ? 
]pfy. i 2m ve^y lure of \v^hat \ fay ; but I was amazed 
^ what i faw : 't'ill one of the Coflfolatoir? took pity 
cjf me, and fet me to Rights. 

Free And how was it pray ? I long for the clearing 
up of fiicK an unaccountable Pheno^nenon* 

fly,. He told .n\c that his Companion, fenfiblc of the. 
great Danger his LordOiip was in, had brought oyer 
^ Lady, ti^t had a fingular Receipt fo;r that |]li^em-; 
per, who on two or three bare Applications; iia4 
brought his Lordfhip to his'o)d Sto^niach, and hac) 
Quitc'drovis all meljmchply f umc8 down tp thebwer* 



Piarts and made a perfeft Cure^ adding witl^al^ that 
his Lordfhip was fe ienfible of ber good Offices, that 
he was refoly'd to kc^p her here for fear of Rclapfe,, 
and fcnt bar Husband bacjc with a Ship-load of Gra- 
tuities, till fuch time as he cbuldj better fpare her— — 

Free. Thi^ is great News 

/<7g. I think to, — r- and for that Reafon am going 
to communicate it to Sir Solomon i for their Maladies 
.being one and the fame, why may not the Plaifter do 
for l^th ? But I muft make hafte for fear fome body 
gets before me j for my Lord is refolvM To-morrow, 
*tq f^ramon all his Tennancy, and lay before them the 
almolft miraculous Cure, that the Dodtrefs may receive 
due Thanks for the Operation. But heark ye, Bold^ 
man^ a Word with you. You'll -excufe the Frecdonj, 
Mr. Freeman ■ > 

Free. No Apology ^Squire : Bufinefs ipuft be nwnd* 
cd ■ ^ ■ {fireman watks afide. 

Rj/jf ID Bofd. Did you remember your Friend ? 

Bold, i'hc Letter you mean— I have done* the Bu-^ 
fti^Si afKl more than you are aware o f ■ ■■ ■ ■ ' ^ 

i*5r* And how is it? -^ 

J9pW. Would you have me open Matters here!? 
Indeed J have more Tendernefs for you : I would not 
truft roy own Brother with half that I know. Hovy[* 
ever, I will give you a Sight of the Superfcriptian to 
Atis]^ you of my Integrity m 

Fly. Reads. Jane Betterwou^d. Enough',* enough,, 
I am fatisfy^d ■ , 

Bold. Arc you fo j Then what will y6u te, when 
you^hear aQilie told me ? I muft tell you (he may dc- 
fcrve more from you, than the Doftrefs dcferv'd from 
mylior^ . i 

Fly. Say'ft thou fo? Why, did flie mention any 
Thing of her Lady— — 

Bold,* H6w inadvertently you i£l! Is this a Place ? 
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ii*fy. WcJI, well. Come to Sir Solomor^s, and ask far 
mc. I'il engage we'll have half a Dozen private 
Rooms there, if there be Occafion for 'cm. ' 

[Bold. An Hour hence, I fuppofe ■ • 

Fly. Thereabouts; But don't ftay longer for fear of 
an Agpdent. Adieu* E«rf Flyblow. 

. Free^sjoining him.) Well, have you difcharged your 
Pop-gun? 

Bold. Not yet, but ITiave Cock'd and Prim'd in or- 
der to it. > 

Free. Did lie bite freely ? 

Bold^ I raii'd the Mud a little to keen him j andl 
■dare anfw^r for't, when the Bait is prefented, he will 
not nibble. But who have we here coming ouj of Sir 
Solomoh^sf 

Free. My Man is one 3 but who the other with "him 
is, I caiMiot fay. 

Bold. I knew htm, it is Flyblow^s Man»' 
^Free. What ha^ the Fool to do with hin?'? *' Iball 
give, the Rafcal a Reprimand. 

Bold. AndhcMlbe no wifer than his Maftej^iff^c 
Tcgards.it*. What Inconvenience can you apprehend ? 
. T^nc FcUqw does that naturally of himfelf, which you 
ought to Jhave put him upon. But let me <)bferve : 
They are tod intent upon their own Bufinefs to mii^ 
any Body dfe. Have we not lefs to do than they, to 
mind what they do? — ^However to pleafure yo u ■■■■■■ 

Tom Md Crimp come forwardf. 

\lheyjland afiie^ 

\ • 

Tom. Then you fay, you have got a new Courfc ta 
fteer? 

Cri. Not fo much of a new Courfe, as a pretty many 
new Bearings. I fuppofe my Mafter wiH fpeediiy 
xe-commcnce Sonnetier^ and my Errand then will be 
under thcDircftion of the Minute-handle* I out- 
numbered 
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numberM the Hours Yeftcrday, and of twelve Mcffa* 
gc* and an odd one, I am apt to believe^ the Partjr 
Kceiv'd never a one, no not lb much as the odd one- 

Tom^ How fo, Mr. Crimp ? 
' . CrL I don't know how fo*— -But I apprehend tha 
Confident is no Friend to ou^ Caule. She receives 
them, all ) but her Returnis are fo fleevelels, and fo all 
Qf a Piece, that tome it looks as if her Lady knew no- 
tching of the Matter^ 

7om Yoii fliould endeavour to creep into her good 
Graces. 

' Cri. If I creep on all Fours, I believe I fliall never 
get there. But I intend to acquaint my Mafter with 
my Apprehenfions } and then I fuppofe my Lady'4 
Woman will be glad to turn over a new Leaf. 

TtfOT. Go, you talk like a Fool there j that's the Way 
fo fpoil all. Ever keep in with the Woman> if you 
propofe to fucceed with the Lady. Come, youVe an 
old Acquaintance, and therefore I'll lend you a help- 
ing Hand. I am not amifs with pretty Mrs* Jane. \ 
fhall fee her To-morrow, and then TU undertake t<j 
fettle ail Preliminaries. This will be much the Vafer 
Way, Mr> Crimps for I have known many a Mart 
loofe a good Place for want of a good Underftanding 
with my Lady's Woman : And I believe your Place 
is too good to run fuch a Hazard. 

CrL I can't fay but the Place is well enough, efpeci- 
ally $fi the 'Squire ftanding on his own Credit, takes a 
Delight his Servants (hould go clean,, as he calls ir. 
But for all that I (hould not have ftay'd fo Ipng, if the 
'Squire had not been under the Expeftation of a Place ; 
in which Cafe, I was to have been provided for. But 
for all his Cringings and PaJavcrings, 1 don't find he 
is nearer a Place than at firft, unlels it be the young 
Lady's Place j and (he does not look like one that would 
let me ever be the better for that: ' ■ ■ 

7om. Come, take Courage,. Tim:s will mend —— 

A little Patience ■ ■ 

.:■' ■ D 2 CrL 
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CrL JiTay, truly, a little Paticijce wittfcnre } for my 
Maftcr 13 come out with a Refohition to preft die 
Wedding for ward,and 1 can tell you that Prepafation* 
are, inaking at home^ as if we were to hare a Wedding 
Pirtncr afore Night. I heard him lay he would be 
|>ut off no longer, thit he wouM not—— • 

Tom. Sajr*ftthou fo, my Boy— *cn there's ftowaiN 
ing for To-morrow* Gb about your Bufihefe, and I 
will immediately back, and talk with Mrs« Jaw. I 
warrant thee, 1*11 do the Jobb> » '■> 
. Crit Where (hall I find you an Hour hence ? 

tofff. At thq Cpckand Bottl e ■ ■ W here (hould wc 
meet? . ■> 

Cri. You will not fell /' ' 
. T^m. No more than a ^Itfaher his Quarterly Meeting. 
Adieu. [Tom goes in^ and Crimp the other fVay. 

BoUi* Now, Friend, what fay you to Tonf^ Familia-* 
rity ? Is there riot a vifible Advantage? 
Free. Accidentally a little, and notmuch. 
Bold, ^o! Don't you hear of Preparations for a 
Ijieedy Wedding ? 

jFt^^*, .They nothing alarm mfe : I have fuch a Con* 
fidencc in my dear Meritoria^s Courage and Integrity, 
that Sir Solomon with all his Blunderbujfes cannot work 
in me one uneafy Thought. He has been a Booted 
Miffionary in his Time, and made Converts of Per-* 
fons of large Fortunes to little Ends} and perhaps un- 
der like Views he may have projected Ibme fuch At* 
tempts upon Meritoria: But 1 know her to be fuch a 
Contemner of Bribery and Corruption, and all that ia 
arbitrary, that the Attempt will only raife her Deri* 
lion, and eftabiifli her fettled Principles in Virtue and 
real Honour 

Bold* A great Charaftcr, Freemany for a Woman j 
and yet I have nothing within my Knowledge or Be- 
lief to Icflen it. But if you will reap no Advantage 
from the Difcovery, I fhall — 

Fr$e, Spc«d you well : But wherein I pray ? 

Bold^ 
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Bold. The Proverb cries. Strike while the Iron'g 
fittz And iF he 19 £> hot f<Mra Weddmgt SOiall ap' 
f5rove myfelf biit a cold Artificer^ not to make a right 
Vfe of the Opportunity* Thcrcfcr^ under yoor Ri- 
Krbnage^ i muft get Admittaiice to Star Sdman^ti and 
while you are entertaining Meritma^l muft concert 
-tRY proper Schemes with my Favourite ^emty. 

Pree^ I think Ffyihw appointed you there. 

Bold. Right I and I then looked upon the Omen asr 
good J but ilite it better now. 

Free Thou'rt a MSin of a ftnguiile Temper, Aa//^ 
^an: But to me there appeara i/ivindble IXfficultieSk 

Bofd. The more Difficulties the greater the fikmoun 
And a6 Honour is all I Aim at^ I hope that Virtue at 
kaft» win not be an idle Spefbtor^ 

Free. . A glorious fetting out Friend ! Follow yout' 
Leader. 

Bold. Let Cfftoards fright tben^his^ mtb what mtf 
3lbe Bold are fare to conquer ^ or efiafe^ ' {bap^ 
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ACT II. 



S C E N E, Sir Solomon** Houfe, A noble Jmi*- 
RoomtfurnijSi very richlj with FiStures and Pief 
. Giqffes, after the nic^ Manner* 

Enter Jenny ^wriBoldman* 

Bold. TT Ere we fhall be private you fay. 

Xjt Jen. I have borrowed the Key of the 
Groom for that very purpofe. 
Boldi Very well, come fit down* 
Jenty. By no mcansj^ Sir> in your Company* I 
know my Placet 

BoU 
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; fivR ! fay, by att noeans^ Madam : For I knov/ 
the Place I dcfign yoiu jUooIc ye^ CJhiId> Fidelity iar 
a Virtue fo rare to \ft met with, that from a. gene- 
rous Spirit it will always exadt Refpe6t. « . After thia 
taciaxXf either fit> or» as the Iriihman fays^ you will 
CQockide my -Speech before I havQ begun. ; 

^en^.lf you will h^ve it fo,. Sir j I muft Qbey > ' . ■■ 
old. That's right If you remember, I mentioned 
£xnew,hat to you of Oiamqnd Rings.—— 

Jen. Indeed, Sir, you did ft) j but I tooll it, as^ 
i luppofe,; you intended it, in ]eft« ,\ 

, Bdld. ladeed there you tPQk roc wrong:. For, i£ 
you will take a good Husband along with themi. I 
ccme now to prepare a Way tOf make good my Pro- 
mife; and you know the Condition, was^ that you 
diould follow my Advice. 

Jen. I'm fure there is not a Gentleman in Eng-^ 
iiiiwf whofc Advice I'd fooner follow than yours* 
, Bfild. That's wel}^ ' What think you x)f 'Squire 
jFTyblow for a Husband ? 
. Jen. O Lud, Sir ! lie expels to marry, my Lady. 

Bold. That you know he can't. However, I am 
a Lover of moral Juftice ;. and therefore, as my 
Friend takes away a Wife from' him, I think myfelf 
^und in Confcicnce to provide him another. 
. Jen. You can never be in carneft. Sir : Why he* 
has a Coach and Six, and Three Thoufand a Yc4r. 

Bold. And thou haft Virtue and Fidelity, Jenny^ 

Jef\ But will that buy me fine Cloaths ? 

Bold. And Jewels too. 

Jen. Pardon me. Sir, I cannot think you in car- 
nelt; How can' it be brought abou.t ? 
• Bald. Leave it to me. Only be diligent, 4^nd fol- 
low my Direftions. 
, Jen. But my Lady, Sir j What will fhc fey? 

Bold. Wilh yon Joy ; vifit you j and receive your 

Jen, 
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• yen. Why, hc'llbeat we, as foon a^ hefiQUsit 

out.—— ^. . ' ' ■ . t , , 

Btf/</. To prevent ^any thing' like that fliall fee mf 

'Kkktc^ ? ^ ■ • ' "-v"-'. 

y^». I dcfc't know what ,tp ftyj but lam furp 
you-arc more of a Gentleman^ than to lead mo into 
a Fool's Paradife) as the Saying is } and therefone 9 
leave my Matters with you. It cannot be, th&tyou 
inttend me Shame: I never offended you^ 

BffldL, I (hould be a Brute, if T did, Jenny ^ and 
aft againft Principle too: For Freeman kno^^s ral* 

ways had a Value for thee. Nay, which is more> 

he is acquainted with myDcfigri. 

Jen. Indeed. Well then, done Sir: Tell me 

what I am to do j and Vll be furd tb- follow. Oarec* 
rions very feithfolly. 

Bold. Where is your Husband, that is to be ?. . :, 
Jen. The 'Squire is in the dark Rooin witfeth^ 
.Knight. ' . ^ . , 

Bald. He defir'd me to fend for Mm when I camcb 
Can you get him hither? . - ' ' ; j 

3^^. Very cafiJy, Sir. r 

Sold. But, ^ foon as he leaves me, be fure to 1st 
me fee youaggin, to give an Account of ray Nego- 
tiations. " 

Jen. I will, Sify {g^t^S) Bar, J^ud ! I would riot 
have any of our Folks get an Inkling of the Matter 
. ibr the World. ^ ^^aciV, Jdjny, 

Bold. Now, Mercury, lend me a little oftf^ 
•i>etter Sort of Artifice.— Let me fee, -FljiMow . wants 
a Wife J I prpvide him a better than his whole 6r 
ftatc can merit. So; far fo good. " - H e may objefit 
"^that he wanted a Woman of Family.— —rHis Granll- 
father was a Grazier.— •—Right again, fay I. . But 
fhc has no Fortune-r — ^Hc has too much — r There- 
fore is ftie come to put Fortune in her Witq again* ; 
^that flie may jao longer fcnoumbfr the Earth, with a 
heterodox Generation, who can plead no othcjr Title 
. . to 
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lip.tfadr Soper-abundancies of ' Tf citfUre^s .than their 
own Impudence, or her Levity, On.thc otljer.Hstnd* 
liere is a faelpldb youngCreacure, that ltf$ f<;rve4 an 
Apprenticemip under Merit herfelf^ ia J^aiidiomely 
fnrdvided for> t^ the Joy Of ati g^pd Men^ $tfi4*the 
Cirief of only Knares and Fools. Gentlemen of the 
fury, you muft ^nd jfbr the Defendant* In« (horit» 
my Atithprid£6 are Id autbeoitick,. that J dare fuh- 
mtt the Caufe to the .impartial Jud^^ent of Man* 
kind* Thencfore^ inthc Ndme ot £quttyj^ go to 
Work> Boidman. 

£iir^r Freeman. off^ Meritor»» 

> Kte. What 1 Friend BusUmao a Frifoncr of State ! 

Bold. Yon are not my Goakr; Thtwefyrc bsnr 
came you here? 

« J^4d^ We are Pecfona of Tru&t Sixi and, virhith is 
more, are charg'd with a Mcflage from your Goalef ; 
4hatxwo politie Embif&dorsfas £b^ba(&dors go now 
a-days) being fent on the . Bufinefs of Condolance Ja 
the Knight, the 'Squire had made htmfelf Mafter of 
tie Oeremonaes ; for which. Reaiba il yvould be iialf 
HA Hoi)r before iie could wait upon you. i 

Bold. Very good : — — You know it is the Plao^ 
of us .tittle People to attend t^e. potions of the 

Mir. But what is the Bufinefs you:atre upon^ Mu 
Kidman? 

Bold. Mmtoria does not ufi: to .a$k isiaecefiaryr 
•<^eftions* fchs not my Fnend tild you I . '.. . 

Rree. Befides, though you arelthc Piidt of Privy- 
CounfeUors, you may fiand in netfd of Afiiiitance of 
Advice j and we art come to offer botb» 

Bdd. As I keep within the Purlieua of the Law, 
t n^ght rejeft the Offer : But put erf" a due Scnfc of 
human Infufficienty and Frailty, onbrace the AI-* 
liance*' . ,- . 

Men 
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Met. Well J what can I do? 

Botdi Wh»t Jeiiny hi& oft6ni as in t^uiy Bounds 
"done for you^ Lady; Make hei- outwardly as like 
yourfelf as ever j^ou dn i that flic inay ap^ati urf* 
dcr a Masky to be identically your Ladyfhip. 

Mer. There Will bd no gfdat Difficulty iri that : 
We arc not unlike in Pcrfon. 

Boid: As I have provided, you mould fay, Hoop- 
l^etticoats for the Eyesi to hide tHoife fatal Mur* 
derer o 

Mer. But when will aft this be done? 

Batdi So iboli as I hive fettled with the "Scjuircf 
kU Preliminaries, and given Jehfy her failing Or- 
ders. 

Free. Take caf fe they be full j and don't imagtrte 
(he is on a C^uiie tb spaim 

Bold. You have a poor Opinion of my Farts, to 
' thitik I caVt take Warhing by other Peoples Fol- 
lieSi 

' Free, t don't believtf irtdeed yoti .will blunddr to 
<fVidence the Confiftency of your Condudt. But have 
Jrpu n^ver a vacant Poft for your humble Servant? 
Tho* I will deal honourably and above-board with 
jrou, I have no Money to give 

Bold. Noi* I neither : For I have no dirty Work 
to do. Howevei*, fot once 1*11 go out of the com- 
ifnon Road^ and, as a Fiiend, think of you j though 
you ai-e honeft* 

Mer. Well, we had not beft ftay too long i TKc 
Audience niaybe ovcrj and it may bci highly in- 
convenient for either of us to be feen in your Coiri- 
pany. 

Bold. At this Tim^, 1 coi?fefs> Lady^ youfs is not 
Veiy eligible i Tho* before we fct out on our Ad*^ 
Venture, another Conference may be ncccflary. 

Free. We'll be ready to obey your Summons j but 
Who (hall be the Mcffcnger in Jtnfi^'^ Abfcnce ? 
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Free. Within-?— ?-- 
• Jiald* Can yop have a better ? 1 4ate putmj Life 
in his Hands. 

- Free.'^ it fc**-— Wc leave you to iend you bet- 
ter Company. 

[£«. Frcfiman & Kleritoria. 
Bold. Not better: th© at pr^ept more neccffary, 
if you pleafe. \Exeunt. 

1 fancy it was a fundamental Error in the Grekt 
J?r^agaodo Man» Ovid^ That the Jailing out of 
.Lovcr« is ncceflary to the renewing of Love. Jn 
Tempers of Levity, where Senfe has too much the 
Afcendant of Reafop, there may be fome^at in it j 
or where the PaflSons, like thi^ wafte VV^aters bf^si 
,MiD, are to be let off for Fear of ^ He^unrfancy, 
which otherways jnay be dan^ierpus a$ a* Repletion 
or Plcthory in human Bodies j or where a Scagna- 
^on may be apprehended, fuch lijtl? E^e«cl>es may 
-be excitfabk : Yet, if I was to fet up for * a Doftpr 
4a the Art, I Qiould choofe to recommend the Pat- 
tern of my friepidly Pair. They fcem to h^ve di- 
gefted the. whole Oecononjy of Amopr j ^d ib jfo 
JWve confuked the whole Region of prudence and 
. Affei3;ion, that all after is lijce to be Carpet-Ground, 
and y^t in no fuch Danger of Surfeiting, as to ren- 
der a Jolt neccffary to the fettling the Stomach for 
. Health Vfgke. Such an entire -Confidence on both 
.Sid^s, fuch an equal Refignation tp pach other's Will, 
. mufl render the Philofpphical Dogma ufelefs j fince by 
a wife Forbearance they will have nothing to bear, 
;but a rightly regulated Syftem of Tranquillity* 
.Moderation is (^ertainly a iirft Principle in th^ Schopl 
of Virtqe, a$ it ought to be in that of Pleafiire : 
:For let who will make his Obfervation -in either, th^ 
Refult Wai evince, that all Excels will d^^g^nergfc 
^'tttfa Difeafc'in hoth; 

Entef 
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Enter Jenny.' 

Jen. He is commg, Sir : But, O Lud! wc arc 
att undone! 

B^Id. Wbat'5 the Matter, pr'ythee? 

Jm* Juft at the Stair-foot he met Mn Freeman 
and my Lady hand in hand. 

Boldm That was fomewhat unlucky. But how 
ended, ^he Rencounter ? 

[Jen. 'Mr. Freeman told huu, with & Wink and a 
Snuie, that you waited for him : Upon which, with- 
out waiting to bear further, I curbed my Female 
Curlofity, and came' forward to acquaint you with 
the Accident. 

Bold. It was prudently done, my Girl. Neyerthe- 
lefs, go back, aad let him not want a Mi^refs of 
the Cercmomes. 1 muft fte how Flybtow takes the, 
Phenomenon, before I can read any Lefture tipon 
it. [Exit Jenny. 

Suppofe—- — Hang it, I will remain a ftaunch Quaier 
in my Opinion, and fuppofe nothing againft my In- 
tcrefU Obftinacy fliall have the rrehemincnce of 
Argument j and I will perfift, becaufe it is my Plea- 
fure fo to do. 

Enter Jenny and Flyblow. 

» • ■ • . ■• , 

, Ffy. O your Servant, Mr. Boldman. I have made 
you ftay, I fear. ' , 

Bold. No Apology, Sir: When it is to ferve a 
Friend, I always conftitute my Patience my hum- 
ble Servant. 

F^ Who do you think I met, as I came to you? • 

BoW. That commonly begins Difcourfcj but if 
people of Senfe would confider . rightly, it is very 
improper : How Ihould I guefs whom you met ? 

rly. Very true, indeed, very tme—fixcuf^me; 

E t IwiH 
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I will pfTend no more in dmt Nature: Tour Friencl 
Freeman and my Miftref^ hand in hand, egad! { 
^af Ibmewh^t uirpriz'id at ^rfl| and wondered what 
he did her e 

Bold. How could you wpnder ^t that^ knowing 
I had undertaken your Affair? It is impdBble a ' 
Man can be in two Places at once ; for which Rea- 
ibn I call'd him in to my Afiiftance. 

Fiy. Good. You agree in your Accou|its : He fig*' 
ifify'd as much, ^d then I was ^afy. But I thinks 
]Vtr§. Jane^ we (hall at prcfcnt have no further Qct 
cafion for youy 

. Bold. You may ftay in the nc3^ Roo^n, Mrs. Jen^ 
iiy : We may want you. • ' 

. FJy. Ay, ay j do fo : We may want yo^i to con? 
cjudc the Farce. . 

^efif I ftiall attend, Sir. {going) Lud, he is a pure 
]p4an. Hpw cleverly he has turned the Tables^ 

[Exit Jenny* 
' Ffyf Well, now for your Budget of Noftrum&j^ 
Boldmanf 

Bold. In the firft place, there^s the Letter I pro- • 
mis*d you a Sight olf; which, I am fatisf/d, (he 
would have parted with to no Body on Earth befide 
myfclf. 

Fty. {reading the Letter to bimfelf) Why this is ^ 
downright Love-Letter ; But i*faith fo very pretty^ 
I could aloK^ft be tempted to take ^ Copy pf it* 

Bold. Put it in your Pocket : I will arifwer it to 
her. Poor Girl, (he is far gone in Love. I believe 
Ihe will be marry'd To-morrow, if not To-day — . 

Fly. The Girl is a good likely Girl, clean, pretty 
and wej|l-fhap'd } and if (he had but as much Mo- 
ney as her Miftrefs, I vow I (hould be puzded^ 
which to choofe. * , 

Bold. I am fure flie has been vaftly feryiceaHe in 
your Caufe, as you will agree bcfdre we part; You 
ought to give her a Portion, 'Squire. • ' 
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fly. Why if I find her Service fo confMcriible^ at 
you fay, perhaps 1 may throw away ten or twenty 
Guineas upon her. 

Bold. It is my Opinion (he will deferve fo many 
Hundreds before we have done; 

Fly. Hundreds, fay you ? No, no, thut can n^vcp 
be : However, let us hear/ 

Fiy: In the firft Place, (he has teiz'd her Miftre(a 
into a profound Opinion of you. 

Fly. That will want Credentials : I profeis, I (ee 
nothing in it, and therefore can -believe nothing of ic» 
She lo^k'd upon me juft now, xne thought, as the Oe* 
vil looks over Lincvln^ as the Saying is. 

B$ld. Meer Female Gi^inliace } as you will be fenfi* 
Jble, when I have let you into the Secret* 

Fly. Do not delay it then : I want to be fcnfiblew. 

i^d. Who doubts it?-*-^ that ever (aw Mefko^ 
Ha. And yet, as you fay, pretty Jeimy^ if (he hsul 
but her Lady's Fortun e - i j ' 

Fly. But (he has not, and dierefbre go on. Vtam 
fhall I be able to &thom the Depth I have in the 
Lady's AfTeAions ? 

B^/A Nothing more eafy— ^^Pray tell me, did 

Su ever break the Matter to her? Was* not the 
ncle always apply'd to ? 

Fly. Why, has not he her Fortune in his Hands ? 

Bold. But no more Power over it than I. Judge 
you then how a Lady of Spirit can bear fucha Neg-* 
Jea ? Neglea did I call it ?. 'ds downright Slight— 
nay Contempt. 

Fly. Nay, nay, don't carry the Matter too far 
ndther : Tho' I profeis (he has fome Reafpn on her 
Side. 

Bold. O, do you fo. Sir ; then you are like to come 
to a better Underflanding. For £iid (he, when Jen^ 
vy- prefs'd her upon that Point, 'Squire FlyUow is the 
h/Un of the Univcrfe for me : Such a Shape;, fuch a 

Pair 
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fltdi a Headrpiece a-top ofa M - ■ : »■ , 

i^» But did ihe iay all this? . 

. BflW. Call 7«wj^ in, if ya doabf iHC— — 
J<]^. It needs not ; it nceda^ not : < It is fo bte 
Truth, I can b^ievp U on y^ur bare Word. 

Bold. But then, fays (hc^ ncyer to make his Court 
m nk} bat always to« apply to my Uncle ! I woqid 
fopner marry the dear Man incogaito^ and without 

wf V^dt'a knowiiig of i u ■■ 

. Ry. Why, lack-a-day, I dotfy delire hcfr Uncfe 
fliaUld know any diing of it, if Ihe would but m%M^ 
ry me privately. ' 

^'Bitd» Now you are come to the Point : That's the 
very Bofinefs $r$imat$ is ik>w armanaging. And faid 
I, when I gave hdm hb Ififtr i2£lians» aa the LiKly 
k fi> weH incfin'd to the 'Sgrnije, if I can tot bring 
fetsn to a Senfr of bis pifl; Error, I cannot fte why 
the Bufinefs may not be difpa^^d tbia Morj>i«g^ 
white the Tenants are paying their ReQ;^^ to my 
Lard» The Uncle wiA be fully taken off^ and the 
Eyes of the whole Tenantry fo bufily emp^'d, that 

bo Send will take any Notice of it. >!■■ , 

- Ffy, I profefs^ BoUmmp yQu are a perfed: il£«|w 
chiavel in your Plotting. I darfe fey* nothing: bin-* 
dbri yodr bding recfciv'd into the AdmintftranofH but 
ycfut Quntimg!^ 

' Bald. Yeb) I mi ah»id there is another gf eat Ob^ 
flacto* fidt na Mattpr : . Let us go on. 

Fly. Pray do ib. 
" Baldi And 6ow I -diink tt high Tirpe M repeat 
my Suit for pretty Jemyrr^^A Gid that has been 
fo ferviceable already j nay» and muft be more fo } 
ttr ctfe ail our Fat will be; in the Fire ; Fo? her La- 
^ win take no one Step without firft having hef 
Approbation^ 

: fiji WcU} what would you f»ve me do fpr h^r? 

Bolit, 
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' BdJ^ She is to be marry'd To-morrow. Give her 
your BJeifing tn k yorrio n 

Ry. How much? 

Bold. Hang it : What'^ a Thotlfand Pound or tito 
to One who has done you foch Services already ; 
and is to do fo much greate r For, don't mlftake 
me, I wouM have it expre&'d in the Note, that (he 
(hall^elp you to your Lady i inad tol)epaid on no 
other Conmtion.— — 

FJf. That is fomewhat indeed ? ■ ■ W dl, ort Arft 
Condition, I will make it Five Hundred Pounds.-*- 

Bald.lftycr ftand for Trificsj make it for One 
Thoufand Pounds. There is Pen and Ink in the 
iiextRpom. Write it, and bring her in} and Fli 
tcH her whatfhe has to do further. 

Fly. It is too much: However, to comply with 
your Importunities, I will make it Seven Hundred. 

Bold. Make it a Thoufand-— ~P11 pawn rty Life 
it vn3l' be your own another Day. 

Fly. Since you will Imve it <b * {Gm in) 

Bold. AMatcHcreet! <ikrft thou call me ? TH pawn 
my Reputation upon it thou art none.^ Yet Foob 
and Beauxn(if they are not fynonymous) are oft'ncr 
the Martyrs of Sclf-Conceit, than the wedteft of the 
weaker Sex. How eagerly did he fwallow his own 
Praife, fo foon as ever the iuHbme fiait was prelerjt- 
cd to him! AH Things after went' down as gfib as 
Oil or Syllabub. Fine Ornameftts to a Court! I 
wonder they- are not- prcfs'd into the Service, and 
monopolizM as they mom^lise AduYa^n. Honour 
difd^ins that fenfelefs Sacrifice, and Merit at the Mch 
\tion hangs its Head like a &ir Flower choak^d up 
With ftinkmg Weeds. Tell Dibrie what the World 
confcffes Truth, he turns away his Head, and will 
not hear : Tell Swag^ what his vile FlatteMr&lbw'ce 
fancy tnie, he makes his Jaws extend from £ar to 
^l^r;'^:nid^ thinks his Swallow yet too narrow for liis 
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. J%* y/jt&i ithtxc'^ ithe Nptcj an^ h?re'« the Maid^ 
JhJow let ii8 go w woi^k^ fopn ap poflElble^ . * ., 

BoU» Are you at Liberty ? Have you difcharg'd 
your Attendance" within, Tmes^n ?_ ; \ 

Fif. Not q.uite-r— InPecorumJ muft gQ and takff 
my Iicaye, , ;\ , . 

Bold, po fp. .And as foon as. thajt Ceremonjr iB 
over, drefs youffclf for a grcj^ter* In -the Mean* 
time, PIl prepare all Things ai my Lord's^ wholfe 
Chaplain will be. ready for the Executiom^ I have 
fpptectohimv .. . ..^ 

Pfy.* I gO| I fly I I Ip^ve all Things to -you.— — • 
Khali think every Minute an Age till all'ls o^at. 

BolJ. And, for , nqr Partj' 1 care not what you 
think, when all is oyer*: . ; / (^^^). ... 
Well, Jenryi^ whji!: laid your I^usband ? 

7^».. My .Husband, Sir^ as you are pleased to call 
him, faid a many fine . Things* He told me how 
much I wa^ obliged tp ypq} and that at your .Re-^ 
queft hp was .going to give .rae a Fortune 3 fpr h« 
heard that I was gpifig tobe marry*d. 

Biffd^ To all which you anfwered— *• 

Jen, Nothing- — 

%t(i. Hqw ? Npt.fo much as to thank him, jen^ 
fy ? , That was hs^rd' .. ; . . 

Jen. Truly, Sir, you had put other Thoughts iii-^ 
: to nny Head } which made me a&aid of Siyiog ra- 
ther too. much than too little, ^^fidc, my go«l !La- 
dy always advis'd me againft letting toy Tongue 
■ mn. 

Boid^ Very weD, Jemy 9 awl 1 hope you*Il ever 

follow your good {jaciy's Example, and then t Chiajl 

never repent; my Kindnefs. iJow let us f x^ne the 

: JlPtc {opening it.) How ! a promiflory tfotc ?— r» 

. Better and bette r f ; {reads) ...J. 

. ifrVf^i f? pay to Af«. Jane Betterwqa* diN n /. ; i 

How came he by thai ?— "i-^0, your 'Loite r j * ; -; 'i ' ■ - ' ■ 
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Jen^No indeed. Sir; I jhad forjgot,- that— -r H^ 
ask'd me my N^rae, and I told hiip. 

Bold^ You'd been much in the wrong if you had 
not, Jenf^. But let us fe e ■ (Reads again. 

Jpromije to pay fo Mrs. Jane Betterwou'd One ^ou^ 
Jand Pounds for her Services in procuring my IVife ; 
'mhich One Tboujand Pounds ($re to be p(iid on the 
Day of my Marriage^ and not before, ffitnefs my 
Handf this jorAJune; 1738. 

Timothy Flyblow, Eff. 

Take it, Jennys 'ti^ thy own. Keep it carefully, 
and he ihall not reproacn thep with the W^ant ot a 
Fojrtune. 

Jen^ Dear Sir, crown all your other undefcrved 
Goodnefles ; and keep it for me. . 

Bol^. Since thou defir^ft it, Jenny^ I will fo. I will 
take thee under my Guardianfhip. 

Jen. But wh^t am I to do next. Sir ? 

Bold. Your Lady has full Inftrqftion^ But 

\v}iere is Tom ? 

En^er Tomt 

T&/», Away, away you muft clear the Room ; 

Sir Solomon and his Guefts are coming to fee the 
Pidtures. The Groom is in a fad Panick for the 
Key- 

Jjen. You may take it, and carry it to him, Tho* 
ffas: 1 have another Key tl^at wifl let the Gentleman 
through my Lady's Apartment. Never ftand mope<^ 
ing, Man. You^ll Jet Sir Solomon furpri^e us ; and 
then there will be the Devil and all to do. Come, 
Sir, this Way, [Exit Bdd. & Jenny. 

Tom. I am afraid that there is the Devil to do al- 
ready, Mrs. Jane. I wi(h I have not play'd the Fopl 
apd overfttod my Market: For I don't greatly like 
thefe private Caballinga* Heigh ho ! If I have, I 
l^uft ^c it for my fains. 0, here they cQme. 

P Entet 



34 ?^lKCONSOLEABtE^; 

Enter Sir Solomon, Baron Belchwell, Baron Scoopal!, 
! * 'and 'Squire Flyblow, {Exit Tom; 

Sir SoL Ybur Account of the Recovery of my dear 
Lord, has fo reviv'd my wafted Spirits, that 1 can 
(hift to crawl oyer the Room without a'Staff. Ah I 
'Squire Flybl&w^ what would you have given to have 
feen me do fo Yefterday? ' 

Fly. Dear Sir Solotnpn, the Univcrfe had been little 
enough for the iPufchafc; For. withbut you, what 
would the Univerfe be ? '• 

Sir&/. O, 'Squire, your Love tranfccnds your Rea- 
fon. Well, Barons^ I have prcfs'd you to ybur Mor;- 
tification : My Nakednefs is apparent to your Eyes^ 
^hey coft a deal of Money : But whether the Con- 
noiffcur is vifible in the Choice ; ■ ' ■ ^ ' ' 

^. Belcb. Ver fine, indeed. Sir Knight, ver fine. 

B. Scoop. Fort Curieux 

Fly. Evei-y Body that fees them, fays the fame j and 
acknowledge the Genius in thoofing, equal tp that of 
the Paintings 

; B. Belch, to Bar. Scoop.— —It be ver weH for de 
EngUfman^ ' 

B. S(^oop. Mufh, Ver mulh. 

$it Sol. Alas! our EngUjb Genius-s are nothing 
coi^parativclyto the Foreign. 

Ny. You muft not fay that. Sir Solokon^ in the 
Hearihg of thefe Gentlemen, whofc Eyes wU! refute 
you : But Sir Solomn is known to be poffefs'd of an 
liniverfal Genius. 

Jenny entering. It was unlucky their having bolt- 
ed the Door on the other Side. But I niuft relieve 
him. [xobi^ets Flyblow) ' 

Fly. Well, I go and relieve him-^ {goes out ^iritb 

J^m^ the fame 0^ay) 

B. Scroop. Who ^be dat rtr ^tttty Lady, Sir 
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Sir Sol. My Niece's Womani , » 
B. BekL Oh, oh j flic be dc Servant then I Va? 
need you y&nt a Cure wid fuch a Convenience near 

B. Scoop. She be not , to pilump ; yet the Remedy 
do not whole confift in dat^ She wUl do^ taka my 
Vord for't. 

Sir Sol. Do you think fo,' fcfentlemen? I cpnfefs, t 
Have a great Inclination— —to be cur'd— ?-I will 
think .on*t. 

Ent^r Flyhlovr ofi^ Bcidm^ni , 

''-,.■ * . , ' 

(Jenny paffes tbrougbi the B^toiiBjlaririg cft&r her) 

. Fly. Sir Solomohy I have made bold tQ, inti^oduce a 
Friend of mine He has long had a Defire to view' 
your fine Coileftion of Paintingsj and blearing you 
*^as nowher e ■ i ■ 

Sir Sol. Mr. Boldmani I think? 

Boldl The fame. Sir Solomon^ at your Service.' 

Sir 5^(1/. You muft pardon me. Sir ; Grief /las 
^rievoufly impaired ray Eyc-%ht. But, ^Squire, you 
60 your Friend and yourfelf too an Injury, to make 
Apologies ; My Friends oblige me moft when freefi. 

Boldl 1 am obitgVi to you^ Sir Solompni for the 
Compjcment, 
' ^ Fly. Fll fay that for Sir ^olomohf- no Man. in yfe 
is more communicative, than he. He is the Cflory of 
the JSmi^ Nation for that. 

J^oljfi* When a Gentlemm is poffefsM of Rari^s; 
the Inclination to expofe tftn is nothing more tjhan 
natural. WKat lay you. Sir ? {to Baron Belchwell) 
. 3. Belcb. It be ver trye. Sir— De Bufinefs 6f 
Mankind is to be obliging-— —and communicate. 

Bold. I thhjk fo— — in every Thing but Woman- 
^iftd : Yet fome will flxetch a Point that Way- — 

Ffy: C6me Fri^»d, cpme j let us fall upon the Bu- 
Iphcfe JVC canxe ijwn-— The Pictures.— Htcark you,' 
Bifld^a^i fct rne fpeak with you {takinj[ him ajide 

F i th^i 
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that is the Gentleman, whofe Lad/ was Do£lr^& to 
iny Lord, and cur'd him—You have heard of it 

BM. Heard of it ? Why, the World rings of it* 
But I am forry you told me of it» . 

Fiy. Why fo, pry'thee ? I did it in good Nature^ 

Bold. Nay, there's no great Harm done: Only 
uour good Nature has put a Clog upon my good 
Breeding* 

F(k» I did it on Purpofe, Man. 

Bold. I confefi, you was in the Right on% what- 
ever others are. Let's look on the Pictures, 'Squire^ 
What a ^e Piece is this ? Firglniui ftabbing his own 

Daughter to prefcrve hdr Chaftity. «-Thefe tto- 

mans fure mui!t have imbib'd an odd Sort of Notion 
of Virtue. 

Fly. Why odd ?-- 

Bold. If it was a right lone, it is Pity they did 
not leave fomewhat of the Spirit of it for the Ufe of 
their Pofterity. 

Fly. What do mean, to the Pope ofRmef 

Bold. Ay, and to the Pope of Germany too. Hap^ 
py for us poor Proteftants, that we hav« no Need 
on't. 

Fly, You ate an H^orian, B^Ww^^— -What it 
the Defizn of this Piece? I don't undcrftand it. 

Boldm It is the Harlot Cleopatra eroding the Sea in 
a Whcrty to lofe her Pander the Empire^ 

Jply. There you are out : Fm fare that is no Sea. 

Bold. You are in the ttsht, and Fm wrong : It is 
the River Cydnus, but oruns into the Sea $ or, at 
leaft, runs into a River, that runs into the Sea. See 
how the Jilt holds between her Fingers a Pearl of 
vaft Dimenfions, and confequently of no little Price. 

fly. What is the Meaning of that, prithee ^ ^ 

Bold. It is to inflame Inflamation itfelf. Had I 
been at the Back of her, Td have thrown in (ixOun* 
ces of Camphirc inftead of it, and made a Nmi rf 
herj ornpthing. - ^ 

2^- 
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Fly. Could ybu have found in your Heart to have 
treated Beauty in fuch a tyrannical Manner? 

Boldi Now you talk of Beauty^ fee here: HI (hew 
you Beauty in PerfeAion. Lovely Lucretia ! Thou 
ought'ft to be the Female Saint, fince thou waft fo 

great a^Gkxy to the Sex. Ravifh'd and abus'd ! See 
ow (he facrifices Beauty^ and all its appending Plea« 
furesr, to the Manes of her Virtue* A Prefident too 
glorious for this pious Age to follow j where the kind 
Husbands hold the Door, and tender-hearted Bro- 
thers prpftitute their Sifterhood for worldly Pomp» 
or worldly Lucre. I fee a Statefinan^ Room now a- 
days is to be fet out with much fuch Antithetical 
Furniture as a Whore's Cfofer* The BiMe and Prac^ 
tice of Piety fet out this^ and Pourtraits of Chaftity 
•he others 

Sir SoL If you ^tc fo corre£k an Htftorian» Mr* 
Boldman^ pray caft your Eye on this Piece, and give 
rae your Opinion of it. 

. Bold, it is a fine Piece indeed— —A Dutchman^ 
or z Scotcbman^ the Painter? Which? 

Sir Soh Several Vertuofo's have perus'd it, and 
pafsVl their Judgfnents upon it > but two only of th6 
whole ever agreed in their Sentimente* They gave 
it to be the Picture of an Emprefs in the Helle^nt^ 
fomewhere in the fVeft Indies4 ■ ■ ■ ' 

Bold4 Aye^ that fame Hellespont m the Ifefi In* 
dies is a prodigious i^ealthy Place, il we could find it. 
fiut this IS the PiAure of the Grand Sulta.ne& Ro^ala^ 
na, who by her female Wiles fo bewitch'd the doting 
Emperor, that of a Concubine he made her Emprefs : 
And the many Tragedies (he committed after, fuffi*^ 
ciently evident'd the Wifdpm of the Aftion. But 
the Gentlemen^ Sir Solomon, feem to be no great Ad« 
niirers of Hiftory } and therefore Di take my Leave 
at prefent, with a Pronufe to make it up any other 
Time you'll command ine. 

Sir 
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Sir Si)T. I thahk you kindly, good Mr. B^ldmak 

Bold. Tour humble Servant, good Sir Sol/^mcni 
Gentlemen, yocfs more than your o wh ■ ■ ■ I am go- 
ing to prepare/ ^Squire* 

f/^i rti be ready. 

^ir ^oL I am glad He has left tis^^ 'Scjuirfc I havc^- 
a Thing to commuriicate^, that^ as thefe Gcntlcmca 
fay, itiy future Health very much depends upon i 
for which Reafon, I afTufe myielf of your Readiaefs 
toaffift; 

fty. My Amfcltion fhitnds a-ti^toe to fer^ Sit 
^vlokoh. , 

Sir Sol. And yet I am apprehenfiv c » i . 

F/y. Apprehend nothing. Sir Sotomonj from me, ilt 
it is to do you Good " ■ ' m«v ^ 

Sit SoU Nay, I have the Opinion o^ boftlh thefe 
feintlemen for it— * What fey you. Gentlemen? 

fi. Belch* Sans doute; it will cute a you. 

Jfe. Scoop. Yisiw han won Evidence before yoii* 

Sir Sol. Do you heiar, 'Squire ? 

j%, I hear them talk : But I hear nothing of what 
you'd have me do, Sir Sohm^ni • 

Sir SaU It is Aot any very great M[att<?r, 'Squire^-- 

ijKPj. Great t)r little, there ia no lifcffihood of its 
^ing done, if you won't unbofonu 

Sir Soh It is only that you witt nfe your Intcreft 
<«rith my Niece's Woman^ J^^f^ to ht.vc^ Dbflrcfs; 

Fly. h that aB, Sir Sohmon? 

Sir Sd. That is all, indeed* 

Fly. A fmall Matter, truly-^— *--Artd»here is a Pair 

4s jSt for your Furpo f e they 4re us'd .to the 

IVbrk. 

Sir Sol. What do you mean, 'Squire * . 

Ey. At prefent, juft as I raf^*--*^Nevcr cm^y si 
Kovice, Sir Sohmn, when you htiy^ Aidepts before 

Sir Sol^^ Are you in carncft ? , j^. 

fly; 
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Fly. I ^m a Stranger to the Metl|ods of fuch Ad* 
(drefs. I heard a Connoiireur in dio Art of Rakfirjf 
fay, that art Englip fimp k the mo£t awkard Ani- 
mal in tjie Univerfc. 

Sir Jfoi. But this is by Way of ^cdiqnc-rr^. 

Ffy. It is a Science £ never made my Stu<^y — f^ 
. There arc your Doctors*-— —Belidcs, fte is no fmxr 
ry'd Womafi* The Prefcription is defedlive* , 
/ Sir iS^li And you wi|l not? ■ 

Ffy. Interfere with a Praftitioncr-— '^Indeed I will 
not. Try her yourfelf. Sir Solomon : You need not 
marry her after j m\d confequently there will be no 
Danger of a Relapf c ■ " -.! 

Sir Solf And you expert to marry my Niece, do 
ybu? * • . 

Ffy. Whoever i marry, oc whenever I. ni^rry, I 
flian*t turnf Barteren 

Sir Sol. Get you out of my Houfe-r-rHave I en- 
tertained a Viper? 

Fly. A Pimp, in my OpinloiH is a Sort of a Vir 
per } and fo I take my Leave, Sir 5'^/w^»^-*-^ 
Upon my Word, Biddinan is a Conjurer : The Thbu- 
iand Pounds Ink was weU appiy'd. [Exit Flyblow. 

Sir Sol. {walking in a Heat) Sui^e nothing can be 
more ii*fonie to a generous Soul, than be deny'd 

-^Very Thing he aoksi For here, does the Greac 

Man differ from the little One, if he is alike to be 
refused. The Eaftern Otcontwiy therrforc, in my 
ppinito, is excellent : Where Difobedknce is Deatii, 
ihere is no great Danger of Contumacy, But otir 
t^Sgy Ctrmate wiil not bear fuch Rarcfadioca. WMt 
imaft I do ? They haveput it into my Head j wd No- 
tions, there entertain'd,-are noteafiiy diflodg'd, efpf- 
cially Notions of tfeat Nature, They feem ta be.un- 
det Gbncem fbr me \ and I dare^not motiofi it jpy* 
felf to her, fcMr fear the Gy pfy top Example upoe inj, 
and delude me into another icKXild<«'band Matrimo* 

ty^ 1% I6tfjm^ Men due mxk geod JPioips in 

2^/' -': • '. .the 



40 S^INCOKSOLEABLESt 

• 

the Land of their Nativity, can hardly (leviatc here. 
Befides, I am Cafliicr to my Lord j their Gratuity 
muft pafs through my Hands ; and tho- the Wages 
of broken pommandments, fome of it will purify in 
my Coflfers j and the inore, the lefs Regard they 
thiew to my Pleafurc : For that ever was with mc 
die Touchftone of Merit; And where is the Man in 
his Wits that is not of the fame Mind ? 

. (SirSolomofx goes up to tbeffif 

K Belch. Velt Sir Knight, heben your Friend you 
voriaken? 

Sir SoL Even fo. Gentlemen ■ Left me in the 
Lurch, and refus'd to ferve my Occafions. What 
inuftlde? 

6. Scoop. Breken yor Mind to her yor fel. Sir Sof. 

Sir Sol. That muft not be, for many Reafons^-— • 
But if it was once broke, I coul d 

fi. Belch. Vat coud a you?— — 

Sir Sol. I could write a Letter, if I had any Body 
to entruft with the t)elivery of it. 

B. Bekh. Vil ano your Valet do ? 

Sir Sol. By no Meari s N ot any of my Family* 

——They knew my laft Deary, and my Concern 
for he r 

K Belch. Sal me (how de Difference of de Dditch 

Principle and dthglis "Dare you truften 

me 

Sir Sol. O my dear Friend, do you think my 
Lord fliall not thank you for the charitable Work i 
I win take Care he (hall know your good Offices to 
me, as well as to him. But will you undertake it ? 

B, Belch. Yaw, yaw > lee ial have a Tafte 
«f Foreign Docity 

Sir Sol. Dear Gentlemen, come in, and I will 
write my Letter, and give . Inftru£tions to the Oc* 
cafion. 

Jnd if t^ Jenny lend a gentle Ear^ 
Meu pj dear DefunOiB fw UviM deat* 

ACT 
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A C f III. 
SCENE Lord SymonV tloufe, 

I, 

J State Room. 
Enter Freeman and Mcritoria. 

__ ^ • ; . » • ^ • . 

i'lv^. f7 S T E E M will ever carry mc the Lengths 

JlI, you ask. 
That j MentoFta, made fne pay the Vifit you required j 
that brings me herCj with the unthinking Tenantry, 
to joy his Lordftiip's wonderful Recovery, 
, Men You loft nothing by the firft, Mr. Freeman j 
fince my Uncle, then declared his Averfion to flyblow. 
And if 1 have prevailed on you to come to this Place, 
the. Motive was neither from Adulation or Curiofity,. 
but to profecute/ and leftd a helping Hand to fom© 
f^rojcfts of your Friend Boldman. 
. rreei Let what will be the Motive to your Plea- 
lure, Merit oriai your Pleafurc is the Motive to my 
WilL 

. Mer. Tou us'd to tell our Sex, Mr. Freeman^ that 
Wind and Weather are variable Things — — Would 
not the fame be a fuitable Return to your laft Sen- 
tence ? How fong is it, fince my Pleafurc was not a 
Motive to your Will ? However, Sir, I would no 
more defire of with my Will a Law to yours, than 
yours a Law to mine. Providence has endu'd us both 
with Realbn, and we never better evince the Beauty 
of it,' than when we bring all our Actions under its 
7*cftk This, as we have hitherto done, let us mu* 
tually continue fo to do, and we fliall fafcly fct all 
iJcnfurc at pcfiance* * 

Free% 



42 TA* IN CON SOLE ABLE S: 

Free. Thou trueft Standard of all earthly Excel- 
lence ! Survey thy Value in that moft cxquifite Piece 
of Workmanfliip before you. [pointing to a fine Clock) 

Mer. Which, if I miftake not, is too curious a 
Piece for \]k Is that your Application ? 

Free. No ! lovely Meritoria ! do not my Sentiments 
fo much Injury, but hear me. You fee, my Fair,- 
its Fabrick is inimitable 3 its Springs, its Wheels, its 
every Movement, all Miracles of Art j fo compleatly 
fet together, Nature herfelf feems jealoUs : Would 
not a curious Speftator, on the Survey, be apt to 
ask, why is the Artift's Work neglefted ? i<^hy ftandsf ' 
fo fair a Model idlej when every Senfe impatient is 
to eulogize the finifh'd Piece? 

Mer. Wait the Solution, Mr, Freemany till your 
Friend Jippeaf s j then put the Queftion to him. 

Free. 1 thartk my dearcft Meritoria ; and though I 
long have waited, 1 flill refolve to wait,* till fhe her- 
felf fhow Pity to my Patience. Oh ! were every Wo- 
man fuch ; to ask for more than One, were, fure, to"* 
proftitute both Senfe and Reafon, or Reafon t6 the 
worft of Senfe. 

Mer. Then why do fome think Avarice a Virtue ? 

Free. If they are not Ideots, Meritoria^ they wrong , 
their Underflandings : Or, if they do think fo, it is 
for Want of Thought. The Weak alone are Captives 
to Variety : It is the (ingle Difh, and not the C(sna 
dubia^ that leads in Health and Happinefs. 

Enter Boldman and Jenny. 

Bold. I thought we fhould never have got*to you: 
There is fuch a Crowd of the Tenantry, to pay the 
Adoration of the Eyes to this foreign Mrs. Mappy 
the Bone-fetter, that we (hould never have got along, 
if it had not been for two Foreigners, who woukf 
make as good Way — Clcarers, jingtice^ Portjprs, aar 
tfaeyldo Pimps. 
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Mer. Are they coming here, Mr. Bohlmanf 

Bold. They arc putting into Regimental Order by 
the Steward of the Court, who feems refolv'd to fhew 
Mankind that Decorum is of his Acquaintance: Rank 
and Quality are Things of no fmall Confideration. 

• Free, to Jenny* Upon my Word, Mrs. ^ane^ your 
Lady was refolv'd to (hew Ihe could kill with other 
Eyes than her own.-; — rrShe has fet you oiit fo fplen- 
didly, that, the Ceremony over, your Spoufe will 
have no Room to re pen t. 

Bold. Yes, and fhe has her Letters of Mart about 
her too. Have you not,. Mrs. Bride? 

Free. What are thofe, pray ? 

Bold. Shall we communicate, Mrs. ^enny ? I think 
we muft ; We are all of a Party, as Sir Solomon fays. 

Jen. As you plcafe. Sir : You have Poffcflion, and 
need not ask Leave. 

, Bold. There then '{giving a Letter) 

. Free. What's this ? To Mrs. J$ine, Who i$ it from ? 

Bold. Open and read,, and fave the Trouble of 
Queftions. 

Fre£. reads— r/ that C{?i(ld live fa lovingly ^with my 
idji Ladyy even when I bad another li^ing^ would it be 
doing my Reafon Jujlice to imagine I fiould be lefs ten- 
der of you^ who now Jiand fins^le in my AffeSiiom ? 
True it is^ my feleSling you proceeds from my H^ant of 
Healthy from a vaji Diarhaa of Grief and inconfola- 
ble Sorrow : But I leave it' to your Confideration^ bow 
much my Recovery muft confequently endear you to me. 
In fhorti^ I Jhall give Orders for a Settlement of Five 
Hundred Pounds a Tear upon you for Life^ which wiU 
render you a^ eafy\ as you .are agreeable^ to 

Tour moft humble Strvant, 

Solomon Swag# 

. / Mer. Good Heavens !* h it poffij^le ? 

¥ret^ I wMld fain ad'vife them to fet up a Stage, 
or ^ GaltewfjSfty Cubits high, 
y •'• ' G 2 Mer. 
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Mer. F/yth^e'Jefifjy, give mc an Account of this 
unaccountable Appearance* ■ '^ 

Bold. Pray do ; And in the mean^time, FlI go and 
prepare my Incidents, [Exit Boldmanl 

' Jen. You had but juft left me, Madan)> to wait 
for the coming of Mr. Boldman^ when one of the 
Footmen aCme to telj me, a Gentleman wanted to 
jpeak with me from Sir Solomon. Ybur Ladiyfhip will 
eafily believe mc lurpriz'd : But ndy Surprize was en-^ 
fcre^sM, by his rulhirig into the Room before I could 
return an Anfwer. At firft Sight of nie, he drcW 
back J then, making his Bow, delivered me that Let- 
ter } mumbling fomewhat in my Ears, which to me 
appeared like perfe£l Conjuration. I remained a Mi- 
hutie or two perfeftly confounded ; ftill in a Doubt, 
whether to keep it or return it : But coming to 1 
Refolution of letting Mr. Boldman fee it, I put it up j 
at which he bow'd and mumbled, and mumbled and' 
bow*d fo long, that, if my Life had lain at Stake, I 
could not refrain burfting into a loud Laughter; 
What he thought, 1 cannot fay 3 but he left me in 
more Gonfufion than he had at firA: thrown mc into j 
and I never faw or heard more of him. For Mr; 
Boldman entring foon after, f gave him the Letter, 
^hich he juft read to me, and then brought me 
hither. 

Mer. What fay you to this, Mr. Freeman ? Are 
not you Men a Parcel of fine Figures ? 
■ Free. In my Opinion, Meritoriaj twenty fuch will 

hardly make a Cypher. ^But then you had not 

Time, Mrs, Jenny^ to return an^Anfwer ? 

Jen. What Anfwer, Sir? Do you think I hare 
liv'd fo long under my dear Lady's Eye, to be un- 
der any Difficulty what Anfwer to return to fuch a 
CdstAozA of Billingfgate and Bridewell? 

Mer. Bravely faid, my Girl ; Give hitn his own. 

Free. 1 cry Truce. Let me not fma^ too fcvarely 
for Inadvertencies, Mrs. Bride? • , '^ \ ' 
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Jen. ^r, I refign the Weapons into my Laidfs 
l^ands; She bcft know^ how po ufe them. 
"^ Free* But if (he ufes'them with too great Seve- 
rity, I hope you'll mitigate, Mrs. Bride. 1 profcis^ 
itninfe was an involuntary Offence, a meer Lc^gs 




Enter Boldman. 

Bold. Comp, Mrs. $ride ; all Things arc ready. 
But we muft go down the Back-ftairs : For Sir Soh^ 
mon and his Ulhers are coming up that Way (f^ 
t'reeman.J Have you conn!d your Lcffon ? {afide Wf 
Freeman.) - ' 

' Free, {as going) What Leflbn ? 
, Bold. IfmiUng) I (hall try your Scholarfliip. So 
along. [t^xeunt at one,Doar. 

jft tke other f Enter Sir Solomon, Ban^n Belchwdl axd 
bis Lady, and Baron 3coopalI. 

$ir Solomon placing Lady Belchwell in a Chair 9f 
State, and the two Barons for Supporters. 

Sir SoL There, Madam^ you are to receive the 
Homage of the Tenants Such is the Will of Lord 
Symon. 

La. Belch. O daat be ver weel ■ ■ ■ And muft Ec 
Speech maken to 'em ? 

Sir l^ol. Short and fweet. Lady, fui table to the Oc- 
cafion. But firft, as Head-Tenant, {here Sir Solo- 
mon puts himfelf in an addrejffng Pofiure) Permi t me. 
Madam, to congratulate your aufpicious Arrival here, 
and to return you my Thanks, for thofc profound Fa- 
vours by you difpenc'd to our inconfoleable, fick and 
folitary Lord : Who muft- infallibly have furrender*d 
up to Fate, had not your vivifying .Drops, and fo- 
vcreign Sm^Iling-Bottle interposVl. O that I had ano- 
ther pf the fame I A Doftrefe of the like Perfpicuity, 

favour and EflBcacy I Then w«uld all my triftful 

»' - Dolours 
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Dolours exude behind, before, and all over me j and 
thus refrigerated, I might hope to live to fpeak your 
Praifes, and adminifter Comfort till your good Man's 
Return. 

La. Bekb. Me daanck you, Myn Heer, vor yur 
grand Farveurs, and me fal be ver ready to aUay 
all yur grand Maladies, as far as me be able : And, 
as you have had a Touch or two of my Capacity, 
you need not doubt my Villingnefs to continue my 
diligent Labours for you^: Goods. 

Sir Sol. {to an Officer^ Did you affix the Ranks and 
Qualities of the Vifitants, as I gave Directions ? 

Of. They are all in Order, an't like your Honour. 

Sir SoL See they are admitted accordingly.- 

How now ? where are the two I order'd firft ? {Ex. Of. 

Of. An it pleafe your Honour, they are gone 
Home to New-Rig. 

Sir Sol. Why, what was the Matter? 

Of. A Difpute arofe about Precedency, both claim- 
ing Relation to the Lady.— ^— And fo hot they were 
upon the Point, that they fell to pulling of Head- 
Cloths, and never left while either had any on. 

Sir Sol. Why did not you call me to decide the 
Controverfy ? 1 fure was bcft Judge of their Con- 
fanguinity. 

Of. For that Matter, there were no great Difficul- 
ty. One only claim'd, that (he had been a kept 
Miftrcfs afore (he marry'd, and the other after : A 
Thing not worth troubling your Honour about. 

Sir Sol. Was that all ? Well j let the next come in. 

Enter Mrs. Gately and Officer before her. 

Gate, (to the Officer going up) Mun I kifs her 
Hand, Officer? 

Of. We have no Orders for it To-day. 

(jate. Nay then, I (hall do well cnoug|h . ■ > ■ 
Midam, Ife huge glad to fee you come over i in- 
deed 
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deed ROW am I. My Dick has wanted a CommiC- 
lion any Time this four Year, and yet the Money 
has iiggen by too. I fancy they could not agree 
among themfelves who fhould have it. But your 
coming will niake the Matter as plain as the Nofe 
on one's Face : Dich and Til wait on your Ladylhip 

with the Guineas. Ah I Blefling on your Heart ! 

you fmile already :' What will you do then, when 
the Gold (hines in your Eyes ? 

Sir Sol. Madam, Madam You take up too 

many of the Lady's precious Minutes. 
. Gate. Very well. Sir Solemon : FU take another 
Opportunity. [Exit. 

Sir Sol. This betraying of Secrets will never an- 
fwer I muft find fome other Way {^to himfelf) 
However, let Lady battle advance : She is right, if 
I am not very much in the wrong. 

Enter L^^ Tattle, who advances in a Coupee 

up to the very Chair. 

La. TJj/. Dear Benefaftrefe of the Community ! 
How tranfported am I to fee you here ? A Lady of 
fuch uncomn^on Extra£tion, fuch Oriental Beauties, 
and fuch undiftinguifhable Accomplifliments, muft, 
unavoidably, be acceptable and refrigerating to the 
whble Tenantry. Why, Dear Lady, under this 
Groupe of Embellifhments, you cannot fail of flow- 
ing in an Ocean of Gold. For my Part, if I can 
have the Favour of but the Tip of your Ear, it will 
anfwer the utmoft of my Ambition. Aflure yourfelf. 
Bright Lady, whatever other Grift you may have to 
your Mill, it (hall employ my utmoft* Care and Di- . 
ligence to keep it a-going, as long as ever it is in a 

going Condition.—— For Gold 

' Sir &0I. {wbijpering) U beyond the Purport of our 
prdcnt Embafiy, my Lady : Therefore ■ 

La. 
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La; Tat. I go; I go. Sir. Solomon : Tho* I could 
tnguilh oif the dear &\jh}c€k.'^{returmhg in a B^^fk- 
Coupee.) 

. Sir SoL This will ntver do : They all run a wrone 
Defcant. fiut I cannot help it i Orders muft be fo^ 

Iow*d. Let Madam Mifcellanjy the Ehglifb Scotch 

Lady be next; 

Enter Klifcellany; dnd inoves up. 

Mifc. Madara> I congratulate your .Arrival in a 
Country not much fignalizM fer its Over-Complai- 
fence. Yoii will find the People in the main, fquea- 
roifli even argainft Precedent : But ta:ke Courage,' La- 
dy, our Sex know how to fubdu^ fn all Countries 
and Climates. In Title, or Half-Titfe, at leaft, I 
may lay Claim to itelation. You fee by this 1 am' 
ambidous } and indeed Ambidon you will find my 
Foibie. Indulge me. Lady, with a Gratification 
that Way, and in beftowing Honour and Grandeur,- 
you will devote me intirely to your Service.— — Ir 
would be impertinent to h^ further importunate at 
prefent. 

Sir SoL Gad, if Jenny does not biickfc : I think 
I muft take a Tour to the Borders {Exit Mifc;' 

Of.^ An it pleafe your Honour, here is ^ Lady at 
the Door will prefs in, do all we can. 

Sir 5(rf. Lady ! What Lady ? ^ , , 

O/. I heard one call her my Lady Dutchefs.^ 

Sir SoL Let her come in then. My Lady Dutcheis^ 
who expcfted to fee your G|race in this Place ? 

Dut. IJefs look*d for, lefs welcome, perhaps. 
' Sir SoL Sure your Ladyship's Company can never 
6e unwelcome to any jSody. Did your tadyfhipr* 
embrace the Grand Occafign ? 

Dut. Occafipn me no Occafions; i )mt jiccn jpc- 
rufing thi^ Book. 

Sir Sol, Wh%t Book is it ? 
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Dut. Don't be afraid : It is ncithprJ?iW^ or Conr 
mon-prajer : I know jchofe arc out of your Acquain- 
tance. Jt is a Book of Rates ; and, as far as f can 
perceive by that, your new-imported Commodity is 
Jiable to a Seizure : At leaft, if not contraband, the 
Duty is not here rated. 

Sir SoL What Commodity does your Ladyfhip 
mean ? 

Dut. That before your Eyes—How improvident 
a Patriot are you, to run down your own Country 
Manufacture ? Have we not enough in every Street, 
but we muft put a Finger in Eye, and cry for Fo- 
reign Ware ? If you'd an Ambition to ftocic Dutch^ 
Land with Caftles, could you net learn of our Chil- 
dren, and with a little Soap, warm Water, and a 
Tobacco-Pipe, fend it flying about your Ears im 
Clutters ? You a Statefman, and go to nofe Quality 
i»ith Mawkings! Or import Foreigners to pick .the 
Money out of your own Pockets ? 

Sir Sol. O fie, my Lady: Decency, Decency—— 

Dut. O iie. Sir Solomon : Difcretion, Difcretion. 
But you are too old to learn it now. Your lull 



Adlion was enough to fuperannuate your Underftand- 
ing ; But if you go on at this Rate, the new Apart- 
ment at Bedlam for Incurables will hardly 

Sir Sol. Pardon me. Madam, I muft not endure 
this : Confider the Place — 

Dut. Confider the Coxcomb. I did not confider 
my own Quality when I threw myfelf into fuch 
Company. But I have fpoke my Mind j and yet I 
doubt not, but like bald Baard, you wiU fall perfift 
to go on in your old Way.^ However, take my Ad- 
vice, and don't, as you us'd to do, mend Matters 
by making *em worfe. Good b*wye. I leave you and 
your Implement of Idolatry with abundance of good 
Wifhes; but all on my Country's Side. (£xi> Dutch. 

Sir Sol. Was there ever fuch a Termagant 1 1 
muft be forc'd to take a Turn to corapofc myfelf. 

H {\valh 
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(walks a 7urn or two.) But heark you. Officer, I 
charge you at your Peril, no more fuch. Can't you 
ctiftinguifh People ? Learn to know, who and who's 
6f a Side j or I fliall difcharge you. Who's at the 
Door ? 

Of. Lady SpringwelL 

Sir SoL flie is a Gamefter: Let her come inl 
She will not deqlaim, for FafhionVfake. 

Enter Lady SpringwelJ, crojjing berfeif. 

So J like a Free-Mafon, (he enters with her Sign of 
Diftindion. 

La. Spr. With open Arms, and a hearty Welcome, 
' Lady, 1 come to receive you. Deareft Lady, Incli- 
nation took Place of Orders: And I hope your Exam- 
ple will take Place of Precept, that the Ladies of 
this my Native Land may no longer hefitate, whe- 
ther Duty to ourfelves ought not to precede all Fa- 
mily-Duty. Pleafure is the great Document of Na- 
ture : And if our pious Leaders can fell us Pardons, 
as faft as we can ftand in need, we muft be Fools to 
go without them, if our Spoufes are fuch Fools to 
ftfpply us with Money. But at all Events, your fair 
Practice and Pattern, Lady, will lead us into a Way 
delightful, beneficial, and every Way agreeable. 

La. Belch. You be ver good, and nie daanck you. 
I been true Catholick. Exit La* Springweil. 

Sir iSo/.* Who's next Officer? For it behoves mc 
to be cautious. 

Of. Lady Smartly^ an it pleafe your Honour. 

Sir So/. It does pleafe me very well : I am fure 
flie can make no Refleftions with Jufticc. 

Enter Lady Smartly. 

La. Sm^ I rejoice. Lady, at your Succefs. Though 
I wilh your-OY^n Sex had employ'd your Charity a 

little. 
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little. I am fatisfy'd, we ftand in need of it j and a 
Cure on our Parts vvguld be every Whit as welcome, 
and as acceptable. For my Part, mine is a Cafe 
truly calamitous. An Officer of the Guards, like a 
great ugly Dog as he was, had often prcfented him- 
felf before my Eyes j and, being in the Humour, a- 
bout a Fortnight ago, I admitted him. But he has 
left fuch a Memento of his Mortality, as I don't 
know when I (hall get rid ofc But, you. Lady, if 
you can keep clear of that Sort of Covetoufnels, are 
in no Danger. Alas ! one does not know who to 
truft in this World. The Hale are not wholefome, 
however toothfome they may bc« I wifh your Cha- 
rity would be reciprocal j and as your Baron has 
done you the Favour to lend you, that you would 
do me the Favour to lend me your Baron. It might 
go a great Way towards flopping publick Clamours ; 
But I am pofitive it would ftop mine. Lady. 

Sir Sol. Away, away \ what Stuf f 

La. 5'^. "Stuff, do you call it? Wha; did you fend 
for me for, if I am not to fpeak my Mind ? I have 
congratulated her j and is there any Harni in wifli^ 
ing fhe would congratulate me ? 1 think not. {Exit. 

Sir SoL I wifh the next may be a better ; This 
was a bitter one. But Quality ftill ■ ■ ■ 

Writer Lady Bitewelf. 

O, Lady BiV^tt;^//—— Another good one, though of 
the demurer Sort. 

La. Bite. Jufl: as Virtue was lofl in the Land of 
my Nativity, what a Pleafure mufl it be to my Heart 
to fee fuch a Recruit from Foreign Parts ^ — ^Men 
fhall no more daVe now to vent their idle Lampoons 
and execrable Libels againft the Fair Sex'. ' Your 
Bright Eyes will flop Afperfion, and put to Silence 
Calumny and Detradlion. May you live the Patro-. 

nefs of What fhall 1 fay ? -— Virtue,* Jcfticc 

H 2 Ch^ty 
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Chaftity and Modefty. ^And then let France de* 

fpair of giving future Models, Your fair- Exam* 
pit will fuinifli out a Model to them all. 

Enter ' Officer in Hafie. 

Of. An it pleafe your Honour, here is a Meffen- 
ger brings Word, my Lord is taken with a ludden 
Palpitation, and has fcnt for the Lady Doftrefs, 

Sir Sol. How ! Go, go. Madam. Baron, do your 
jDu ty, and hand the Lady. 

B. Belch. Yaw Come mine Dear ; Ps haben 

you to mine ver good Lord. — - — {Ex. all but Baron 
Scoopall and Sir SolomoWj who come forward. 

Sir Sol. You fee, my dear Baron, what Pains I 
have taken to prepare a good Reception of Things. 
I hope you have been as fuccefsful in my Affairs. 

B. Scoop. Mine Brooder told a me, he had given 
A yur Letter to dc Lady, and dat (he received \ it 
vad a gMiat Smile. Dat vas all he fpaken. 

Sir Sol. Then he thought it would do j did he ? 

B. Scoop. Undubitablement. But a you was fpcak- 
ing about dc grand Affair of Pcrquifits, or Procura- 
tion Money : Vat fal it be ordered?— —Sal all go 
through de Lady*s Fingers, or how ? 

Sir Sol. For my Part, all that know me, know 
that I am modeft. The eafieft contented of any 
Man in the Univerfe. A little fatisfies a Man. that 
is not covetous. If I improve, it is for others j there- 
fore. Baron, whatever the Lady, and You, deem ade- 
quate——— 

B. Scoop. Hah. Vat be adequate ?^ It be no 

good Duyths. 

Sir SoU Adequate is as much as to fay, fftting, 
proper, convenien t 

B. Scoop. Ho, ho J me foreftand ye now. Dat is 
vat we plcafct . 

Sir 
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Sir SoL Right, Baron, right : Juft my Meaning : 
For I dcfirc to be no Carver of my own* 



B. Scoop. Ver well Den we fal no differ- 
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Sir Sol. However, it is good to fettle Prelimina- 
ries. Difputes among Friends are intolerable. 
B. Scoop. Ver tru, indeed, De Difpute be no good. 

Enter Flyblow, and Jenny mafqu'dm 

Fly. No, no j by no means : Take not the Mafque 
off, till I give the Word of Command. I'll banter 
the old Toaft. ' ■ Servant, Sir Solomon''^ Servant, 
Baron ! Well, how goes the World ? 

Sir Sol. You're come too late, 'Squire ; The Ladjr 
\i gone ■' 

Fly. You miftake, Knight ; The Lady is here. 

Sir Sol. Lady ! What Lady ? 

Fly. My Lady ; What Lady (hould it be ? 

Sir Soh Why, are you marry'd ? 

Fly, As fure as you are alive } and this is my 
Bright One. 

Sir Sol. Pray, who is (be ? 
' Fly. Now,.now, unmaftjue ; Show your Face, and 
dumb-found- him at once. 

Jen. I (hall altvays be obedient. . • 

Fly. Zooks ! what have J got here ? "Jenny /* Is it 
not a Miftake, Child ? 

Jen. Not on my Side, that I know of. 

Fly. 'Sblud, rU know the Truth though of Bold- 
man. {Exit. 

Sir Sol. And haft thou play'd me that Trick ? 

Jen. Pardon me. Sir 3 I aU'ays took it, that there 

was a great Difference Difference ! No Compa- 

rifon, becv^'een an honeft Woman and a 

Sir Sol. Pfliaw, plhaw ; Away with all your paw 
Words. Docs not the Song fay, Every IVoman is 
the fame f 

Jen. 
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.. Jen. Bat Poets now a-days arc fo far from being 
Prophets, that like Knights, they are hardly Chn- 
ftrnns, 

B. Scoop. Vat is de Matter, Lady? Vat is de 
Matter? 

Sir Sol. She is marry'd. 

B. Scoop. So much de beater : She will anfwer 
your Purpofe nnuch a better. 

Sir Sol. How fo ? 

B. Scoop. Can (he no be his Wife, and your Mi- 
ftrefs? , ' 

Jen. No more than you can be a German Baron 
and an honeft Man. 

Sir Sol. But Jenny 

Jen. But, Sir Solomon — ^Here comes my Huf- 
band : When you have ask'd his Confent, it will be 

Time enough to ask mine, and go without it. 

Mr. FlybloWy Sir Solomon has an humble Requcft to 
make to you. 

Fly. I fuppofe to the fame Tenour with this jQ^^w- 
ing S'lr Solomon'j Letter.) 

Jen. Indeed, my Dear, youVe a Witch. 

rly. What Anfwer did you give ? 

Jen. That when he had got yours, he fhould ne- 
ver have mine. 

Fly. My charming Dear, hold thee there j and by 
this and this {kiffing ker) I'll make thee a loving Hul* 
band. 

Jen. Ufe me well till I deceive you j and you (hall 
never have Occafio.n to fend for Foreign Ware. 

Fly. Boldman put this Letter into my Hand, and 
bad me go and take Poffeffion of my Premifes. I read 
it over, Knight, and 'tis a Hummer. — Gad, Til give 
fome Six-penny Poet a Shilling to vejpfify it, and have 
it fung about the Streets ot London. Is this your In- 
confolability ? . • 

Sir Sol. Do ; and I'll find a Jury, and a Special 
One too, that fhall make a Libel of it. And then— 

But 
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But heark you, ^Squire; One Word with you~^ 
Let me have jenny^ and you (hall have ray Niece. 

Fly. You'll fly from your Word, if I fhouJd ac- 
cept your Offer aftde (which I know I cannot ) 

Sir Sol.'Vll give it you under my Hand. 

Fly. Come in, come in Black and White is 

beft {wbifpering to Jenny) Pr'ythee ftay here a- 

bic. Allons. 

B. Scoop. Ver be dey gon. Lady ? 

Je^n. About fome Roguery, I fuppofe: However, 
rU ftay here till my Guardian comes. 

B. Scoop. Dc Knight will make de Bargain wid 
dc 'Squire. 

J&n. You miftake : Bargains are not fo foon made 
on this Side the Herring-Pond. The Woman's Con- 
fent here is a neceffary Irtgredient : We never allow 
of the Man's, even in Cuckoldom. 
^ B. Scoop. Vat Cuckold ? 

Jen. Ask your Brother, the Baron : I anfwer no 
fuch Queftlons. 

B. Scoop. But vil a yaw no cure de Knight ? He 
be ver dangeroufly bad. 

Enter Boldman. 

Jen. Indeed I doubt fo ; then worfe muft mend 
him : But I am glad my Guardian is come. 

Bold. So Mrs. Bride. Where's- the Bridegroom ? 

Jen. Gone with Sir Solomon. 

Bold. What to do, I wonder? 

Jen. I guefs, but dare not tell. They went away 
in clofe Confult. But I dare truft him ' 

Bold. So dare not I : The Odds are too great— 
Fil go feirch 'em out ^ 

Jen. You need notj they are here. 1 wifh ycu 
could be invifiblc for a-while ; I dare fay the Pku^ 
fure would repay the Pains. 

Bold. 
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Bold^ If you think fo, "why (houM not that Door 
conceal mc? ^ 

Jen. Can you recover it ? He has dextcroufly. 

[Bold. //pi behind the Door^ as Sir Sol. and Fly enter. 

< 

Fly. Over, and bcfide this Note, you are to give 
me your Bond of Indemnification. 

Sir Sol. I am 

Fly. Well then, I think there remains no more than 
to impart the Agreement to my Spoufe : You are fure 
Meritoria will ftand to't ? 

Sir Sol. Let me fee her refufe, if (he dare. 

Fly. Mrs; Jenny y Sir Solomon and I have ftruck a 

Bargain 'By this Note in my Hand, he obliges 

himfelf to deliver into my Poffeffian, his Niece, Me- 
ritoria^upon my quitting all Claim to you. What 
lay you to it? • {jGi)ny*Jlands fullenly. 

Sir Sol. I will ufe you very kindly, Jenny j not- . 
withftanding what is paft. 

J^v, There can be no Doubt of that ; Sir Solomon 
always was a loving Tit, {^Jide) except in his firft 
'Wife's Day^- 

Sir Sol. Come, Mrs. Jenny^ fpeak : What do you fay ? 

Jen. {burjing into lears) That I could not have 
thought there could have been fuch Barbarity among 
Men ! Monftrous Creatures ! 

Fly. Deareft, 'dearcft Rogue : I have try'd thee ^ 
and would not part with thee now for Crowns and 
Scepters. 

Jiir SoL How*s this ? 

Bold. What's the Matter here? What's here to do ? 

{coming forward) 

Sir Sol. He here too ! Nay then- {going) 

Bold. A;Word or two before you go, if you pleafc^ 
Sir Solomon. 

Sir Sol. Will you ftop" me by Force ? 

Bold. Far from it : But if I can offer a Word or 
two of Confolation. 

Sir 
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^ Sir 5'^/. You are not in Earncft, I doubt. • "* 

Bold. Why fhould you diftruft me ? If I take the 
Matter right, 'tis but a Trifle, Mr. Flyblow^ pray 
lift me pcrufe the Contraft. * 

^en. Dear Sir, tear it to Pieces^ 

iold. Away, awayj you don't know what's -for 

your own Good Sii? Solomon^ that famous Ma- 

cbiavel in Amou r And here comes Meritoria to 
jgivc her Confent. Hare Patience, all Things will 
go in a direft Linej I warrant you. ^ 

Sir Soh I doubt it much——' 
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Enter Meritoria and Freeman. 

Bold. Opportunely encountered,' Lady. 
Mer. How.fo, I bcfeech you? 
^old. {wbifpers) Are you marry'd ?. If not, I'll give 
you up to your Uncle- 
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Mer. Such a Word before, and ,|'d have ventured. 
But you know how to Bully fafely*— (a/7/fe 

hold. That's well: I uriderftand you.— —Here's 
Sir Solomon^ Lidy J your kind and dear Uncle, full of 
your Good and. future Benefit, has'pafs'd his Note 
upon yoii for a Trifle- 
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Mer. His Note Upon me ! • * 
Bold. Upon you, or for jrouj 'tis all one in tife 
Greek: Is it not? 

Mer. I cannot apprehend you, Mr. Boldman. 

Bold^ Read that Note j or give it Mr. Freeman j 
he may 

Sir Sol. How, Sir ! Is that your Friendfhip ? 

Bold. Hulh, Sir Solomon : Hear what he feys to 
the Bufinefs. 

Free. Firfl to you, Sirj {to Flyblow) Do you 
claim your Bargain ? 

Fly. This Bargain I,do, Sir j and will never refign 
it| but with my Life. {taking Jenny by the Hand) 

Free, Then what's the Meaning of this Note ? 
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fly. On my Side, only to try. my^enn'fs Aflfe^tkn ^ 
. and to feel the Pu|f€ of yours for meritotfo^ 

Bold. A Plotter, aPlottgr- . * ■ ■ ... 

Fty. A^ to Sir Solomoris Defign, I think it i\cill 
need no great Conjuration to explain it : Only one 
Thing I will beg of him, that he will not any longer 
delude himfelf with the Hppes of getting my dear 
Jenny out of nay Hands. 1 am a true Znglijbr 
tnauy and rx^ German *y neither will I be wheedled or 
buUy'd out of my Wife.. What fays my De^r One ? 

7^.. There, Sir^. flands my Hoftajgc* Under thaf 
dear Lady's Eye had I all my Eoucation and Pa-. 
tern j and forlier tjonour, aswefras my own, I will 
always make it my Study to difcharge the Part of a 
virtuous obedient Wife.. 

Afcr. I thank you, Mrs. Bride* . 

Jefif May npt 1 -give Mrs, Bride my Thanks agam ? 

Mer. \ accept 'em, my Dear. 
^ixSoL How's this? 

Pree. Even fo. Sir. i 

Sir SqL And not ask my Conftnt ? / 

fret. I examined the Writings, Sir ; and found it 
npt incumbent upon nie fo to do. 

sit Sol. Prayhow got you at thc;^ri tings? ; 

Free. You leift them in the Hands'of your Attorney 
tit diffor^$-Iw i md on difpatch of an Embaffy of 
twenty Embaffadors in Yellow, I not only -had » 
Perufaly. but -aothcntick Copies. 

Sir Sal. But her llf'ortune is in my Hand. 

Free. 1 am glad to tiear it. 

Sir fi^; 'Wh^, how will you get it out? 
^ Ffife^ That is a Qj^ftion I did not cxpc5: to hear 
from an Englijbman^ . . 

Sir Siji. Why, wil| you go to Law for it ? 

Free. Ay, with the iting himfelf (God ifcls him) 
if he would not pay it without, and think myfcu 

never the worfeSubje^ft.. neither. ^ 

$xr 
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Sic Sd^ And what fay you to all this. Niece? Xa 
it not foraewhat barbarous Ufage ? 

Afer* Really, dear Uncle, Times arc fp fickle and 
varying, that confidering my Fortune, and your Ina* 
bility to attend ^ven your own Affairs, I thought ic 
behoved me to fettle mine. And becauie I was a 
Novice ttiyfelf, and this pen tlcman had the Fame of 
a g^ood Accomptant, I have appointed him, my Head 
$teward j and^ f have no Apprefienfipn but he witt 
manage Matters ' to the beft Advantage. What fay 
you. Sir ? 

Free. You have left me nothing to fay, my Deareft: 
Anions now muft be my constant: StiKJiy. Aqd &re 
a finer Field never was before Mafi. I am. in nq 
Danger of being bribM, , becaufe there's nothing on 
£arth to iribe me witii. Ambition,,. Wealth, and 
Pleafure are in a lambent Calm : Their owa Fullne& 
affords a iSyfiem of Contemplation fo compleat, they; 
leave no Vacancy for Wilh or Hope. And yet-t- 

Sir Sok What yet ? 

Free* One Thing is wanting. 

Sir £&L What one Thing ? 

Free. Yoiir own good Humour, Sir Solamon. 

Sir Sol. How ? ^ay then, dear Niece, I wifh you 
Joy : And you, Mr. Freeman^ much and long. 

Fre^. amji ikfer. We retxirn you. Sir, fincerc and 
hearty Thanks. ., 

Sir $oL Come, . Barony we'll leave them to their 
Mirth : For I am fuIL \Ex. Sir Solomon and Bar^n. 

Fly: Ay, ay, I Had rather he fhouid be fall Ata 
Somebody clfc. 

Bold. Now they have left us 5 pray let us recolleft 
curfclves^ and begin the Duties their trifling Em- 
barirairmdjits had m^de us negleft* To you firfi. 
Lady, and my dear Fxiend, 1 wilh the Joys in Pro- 
fpect dtablifti'd, and that^s to the very Borders of 
a Surfeit. To you, my pretty m,odcft Jenny^ and 

my 
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fey now fri^dJy 'Squire, I wifh- Joys to the Htight 

of yoyr Wiftes. • 

Fly. I vow how, my Dcarefl:> it went to'iny very 

Heart to try thee as I dfd : And when thy Tears 

xan from thcfc, I had niuch to do to keep -myfcif 

jtom being all over Tears. 

Jen. If that be the jgreatcft Tryal, Mr/F/y*fow— 
Fly. Pfhawj plhaw: Call me- My Dear, as you 

ffipQld do> or ru not take it kindly« 

Enter Officer, 

■' pf. I am ordered to tell the Gompany,^ the Foreign 
Ijady y^iH fit no more this Day. 
^ Pfy. And thou may'ft tell the Foreign Lady, an 
if thoii wotf t, -that I care not whether ever (he fits 
again or no: For I have got a Lady of my own j 
and, which is better, no Foreigner* 
'fjf. You dorft jneari an AfFrOTt, ' I hope. / • " 

Fly. Not I ^Forl faid nothing but Truth, and 

that (hould not afTrorit. 

Bold* Well J where fliall we go ? To your Houfe, 
Freemdn^ or to ^x'SohmotCs? 
' Free. Sk 'Solomn forgot to invite us. But what 
fays my fair Commaridrefs ? 
i A&r. I am forany Thing, but too much Cercinony. 

Fly. Let me put in a W ord Look jfe^ being 

full5r petfiiad4ia 6f what has feppetfd, I ^ad ordered 
a Wedding-Dinner. Youll have every T^in^ rea-^ 
4y by Day,^an4 Beds at Night. ' ... 

Bold. Agreed ; agreed. Mot^e on.. 

Jlce dSwizys inconfolahle will prove : 
But '^Ptrtu^ her ProieElor owts above ; 
• . . ^ffdjiill rnvard^^ is iuith happy Love* 

• .:' ' '" ■ The E N D. ' 
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